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INTRODUCTION                                                                                               JEREMY M. GWALTNEY

What does it mean to be radical?  If we step back and survey our culture, we could view it
through the lens of those who live a radical life, and those who settle for normalcy.  To be certain,
“radical” finds its expression is different ways.  There are those who are radical about their
business – building Titans of success from almost nothing.  There are those who are radical about
athletics – sacrificing countless hours, expense, time, and energy for what may amount to no
more than a few moments of achievement.  There are those who are radical about causes; often
working for low wages, expending energy at protests, trying constantly to change what seems
unchangeable in culture.  Theirs are all lives lived for something “radical.”  Could it be that
humanity has a Divine awareness that our lives are meant to be sold out for something greater
than ourselves?

The answer can be found in the words of Jesus in His Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5-7.  It is
the call of the King to a life lived radically seeking of the “Kingdom of God and His
righteousness.”  His Kingdom is the organization that surpasses all organizations, the race to end
all races, and the cause that stands above all causes.

But what does Jesus’ call to radical living look like?  It is not expressed by dress, or language, or
style.  Rather, it is a “radical” shown through character: a character found in Jesus’ righteousness
alone that sets us apart from all the cultures of the world.  As the scholar John Stott says, “There
is no single paragraph of the Sermon on the Mount in which the contrast between Christian and
non-Christian standards are not drawn.”  They are standards that when embraced and graciously
lived out, lead to blessing!  This summer at Grace Church we have the opportunity to sit under
the uncut teachings of Jesus – His passion, His Kingdom, His call to a radical life lived for Him.

The Sermon: And The Book of Matthew

Author, Date, Region: The Sermon on the Mount appears near the beginning of the Gospel of
Matthew.  The witness of the early church fathers (many writings within one generation of Jesus’
life) is unanimous that this Gospel was written by Matthew the tax collector and one of the twelve
disciples of Jesus.  It is also commonly believed that Matthew wrote his Gospel somewhere in the
region of Israel, specifically targeting the Jews of that region as his primary audience.

The date of the book is a little more intriguing.  Two church fathers, Papias (A.D. 110) and
Irenaeus (A.D. 170), suggest that Matthew first wrote all or a portion of his Gospel in a “Hebrew
dialect” before it was translated into Greek (the language of the whole New Testament).  The
problem is that the phrase “Hebrew dialect” can also be translated “Hebrew style,” and, of all the
Gospels, Matthew has a strong “Hebrew” style of composition.  This affects the dating of the
book because church fathers are also unanimous that Matthew’s Gospel was the first Gospel
written, which is in contradiction to most of modern scholarship (which believe Mark is the first
Gospel written).  One possible solution is that Matthew’s “Hebrew” Gospel was written very
early, and then the Greek translation released after the writing of Mark (it is also possible, as I
personally believe, that Mark was written later than many modern scholars believe).

From a historical perspective we know that church fathers were quoting the book of Matthew in
the Greek before the end of the first century.  Interestingly enough, it is also almost certain that
Paul quotes the Gospel of Matthew in 1 Thessalonians 4-5, which would mean Paul had read the
Gospel prior to the early A.D. 50s.  Finally, Eusebius, a church historian who lived in the third
and fourth century A.D. says that Matthew wrote his Gospel around A.D. 41.  All of this points to
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an earlier date, and favors the argument of Matthew being the first Gospel written.  So, for the
purposes of our study, we will suggest that Matthew was written sometime between A.D. 40-55.

Literary Purpose and Structure Within Matthew’s Gospel: When we study a smaller portion of a
larger work, we should always consider how the part fits into the whole.  The Gospel of Matthew
records the life of Jesus by centering His life and works around five major sermons or discourses
– Chapters 5-7, the Sermon on the Mount; Chapters 10, the Sermon on Mission and Martyrdom;
Chapter 13, the Parables of the Kingdom; Chapter 18, the Authority of the Kingdom; and
Chapters 24-25, the Olivet Discourse.  One of Matthew’s chief concerns is how Jesus fulfills the
Old Testament’s prophecy of the Messiah, and Jesus’ teaching about the Kingdom of God.
Because the Sermon on the Mount is the first of the five sermons in Matthew, it sets the stage for
the rest of what his Gospel will teach, and ultimately, point to what Jesus will accomplish in His
death on the cross.

Another purpose for the Sermon on the Mount within the structure of the Gospel of Matthew, is
to draw an allusion to the people of God receiving the Law of God from Moses in the Old
Testament.  Notice this, the book of Matthew opens with a genealogy, which begins with
Abraham the patriarch of the people of God.  He then records the birth of Jesus which both
includes Jesus’ family fleeing to Egypt and the king trying to kill every male child under the age
of two – both are allusions to Moses and Israel under oppression in Egypt prior to the Exodus.
Then, Jesus is tempted in the wilderness for 40 days, an allusion to the 40 years of wandering by
the first “son of God,” Israel, in the Old Testament.  Then we arrive at chapter 5, when Jesus goes
“up on the mountain” to deliver a sermon that is loaded with discussion on the “law” of God.  In
the first five books of the Bible, there are two significant instances when Moses relays the Law of
God to the people of Israel and both occur on mountains.  The first was the giving of the 10
Commandments on the Mount Sinai in Exodus 20.  The second was the reading of the Law just
before Moses’ death in Deuteronomy on the mountains of Gerizim and Ebal (Duet. 11).  The
allusion is clear, Jesus is doing what Moses was doing.

When you combine the allusion to the giving of the Law by Moses, with the Kingdom of God
content of the Sermon on the Mount, the message that Matthew is conveying is that Jesus is doing
a reset of God-centered ethics and character.  In other words, the Kingdom of God fulfills what
obedience to the Law of Moses could never fulfill because the One who is greater than Moses has
come.  Therefore, what Jesus proclaims and offers in the Sermon on the Mount is not simply a
moral ethic to live by, but a radical life transformation than can only be experienced by His grace
in the Kingdom of God.

The Sermon: Apologetic and Interpretive Issues

As with almost every book of the Bible, there are various questions raised as to the truthfulness
and accuracy of the accounts that Matthew records.  I will not do a comprehensive defense of the
Sermon on the Mount here but will just discuss the three primary issues that affect our study this
summer.  For a more in depth defense and analysis of the major issues, you can read any of the
recommended resources listed at the end of this introduction (I would especially recommend the
commentary by D. A. Carson).   The three issues that affect our study are the debate on whether
or not the Sermon on the Mount was one sermon or a compilation of many sayings by Jesus, the
conflict between the Sermon on the Mount and Luke’s Sermon on the Plain, and the issue of
“hyperbole” in the Sermon on the Mount.

One Sermon (?): Many scholars doubt that the Sermon on the Mount was actually just one
sermon given by Jesus.  Rather, they think that Matthew probably gathered a bunch of sayings by
Jesus and spliced them together to construct his first discourse.  Their reasons for saying this are
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many.  They include the differences between this sermon and Luke’s Sermon on the Plain, they
cite the choppiness of the writing and that the structure seems to change themes rapidly, they cite
that Jesus only spoke in short and pithy sayings and not necessarily long discourses, they will also
cite the fact that the sermon only takes about 20 minutes to read, so it wouldn’t have been that
long of a speech.

Most of these issues are easy to refute.  For the answers to Luke and Matthew’s interaction on
this sermon and for the sermon structure, see the sections below.  The argument contrasting the
pithy sayings of Jesus against His long discourses is essentially circular.  If you take away all of
Jesus’ long discourses in the Gospels, then of course all you are left with are pithy sayings.  But
the fact remains that three of the four Gospels include very long discourses and there is no
genuine evidence that they do not belong to Jesus, so Jesus spoke using both forms of oratory.  As
for the length of the sermon, it was common practice in that day to record entire speeches in
summary form.   For example, Peter’s speech in Acts 2 is only 22 verses long, but Luke even says
that with “many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them…” (Acts 2:40).  So
Peter’s sermon was much longer than what we have and Luke only gave us the highlights.  Thus
the Sermon on the Mount is probably Matthew giving us the highlights of the overall speech.
This would also explain some of the “choppiness” issues that some scholars raise as a problem.

Matthew 5-7 and Luke 6: There is a debate on whether or not Matthew’s Sermon on the Mount
and Luke’s Sermon on the Plain are the same.  They have similar contexts, they both begin with
Beatitudes, they both end with a parable about a house on the rock, and they both have similar
contents.  However, they are also vastly different.  Luke includes four “woes” following his four
Beatitudes, Luke’s sermon is much smaller, Luke leaves out certain qualifiers in his recording
(for example, “blessed are you poor” instead of “blessed are the poor in spirit”), and Luke’s takes
place on a plain not a mountain.  There have been a number of efforts to harmonize the two
sermons, some of which are quite convincing.  However, I think the best explanation is that they
are two separate sermons given within a relatively short period of time of each other in a similar
region of Jesus’ ministry.  Jesus was an itinerate minister who undoubtedly spent most of His
week teaching crowds.  Like many itinerate teachers, He probably frequently repeated sermons
with small modifications during each delivery.  The easiest explanation is that Luke used one of
these modified sermons that fit the message of his Gospel best, and Matthew took another similar
version that fit the message of his Gospel best.

Hyperbole and Language:  The final issue we will look at is exactly how to understand and apply
some of the teaching of the Sermon on the Mount.  It doesn’t take long before we realize that
there are some difficult sayings of Jesus in this passage of Scripture.  After all, what are we to do
with statements like “pluck out your eye” or “do not take an oath?”  What about the “exception”
clause for divorce?  Even the statement “pray then in this way” can create some difficulty.  On
the surface it can easily seem as if Jesus is demanding a life more difficult and legalistic than the
Pharisees He will rebuke for the rest of the Gospel!

The late preacher D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones gives us some excellent advice on this matter.  He says
“we must always remember that the Sermon on the Mount is a description of character and not a
code of ethics or of morals.  It is not to be regarded as law – a kind of new ‘Ten Commandments’
or set of rules and regulation which are to be carried out by us – rather as a description of what
we Christians are meant to be, illustrated in certain particular respects.”  In other words, much of
what Jesus has to say has an hyperbolic element in order to emphasize the character of Kingdom
transformation.

Therefore, in the Kingdom of God, the sin of our eyes should be so terrifying to us that plucking
it out would be a better option.  In the Kingdom of God, our word and integrity should be so
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strong that no oath, or even legal contract, should be necessary as a security for our action.  This
is the character of God’s righteousness that leads to a radical Kingdom life!  When we view the
Sermon from this perspective, we immediately begin to see the amazing nature of God’s
righteousness.  As Stott says, “the followers of Jesus are to be different – different from both the
normal church and the secular world, different from the religious and the irreligious.”  In one
word – radical.

The Sermon: Its Structure

As for how the sermon itself is structured, there are almost as many proposals as there are
commentators.  However, here again Lloyd-Jones provides some keen insights, which I have
adopted as the basic structure of Jesus’ teaching.  Lloyd-Jones sees the Beatitudes at the
beginning of the sermon as dominating the rest of Jesus’ message.  It is in these instructions that
the blessing of the Kingdom is found, and this blessing is the general theology out of which the
particular application of the rest of the sermon flows.  His structure is as follows, with a few
modifications:

• Mt. 5:3-16 – The Blessing of the Christian
o 5:3-10 – Beatitudes and the character of the Christian in and of itself
o 5:11-12 – The character of the Christian as proved by the reaction of the world
o 5:13-16 – The relationship of the Christian to the world

• Mt. 5:17-48 – The Christian Facing the Demands of God
o 5:17-20 – The Christian and the Law of God
o 5:21-37 – The Christian and the Morals of God
o 5:38-48 – The Christian and the Enemy

• Mt. 6:1-34 – The Life of the Christian in the Presence of God
o 6:1-4 – The Reward of Giving in God’s Presence
o 6:5-18 – The Reward of Prayer and Fasting before God’s Presence
o 6:19-34 – The Reward of God’s Present Kingdom vs. the Cares of the World

• Mt. 7:1-27 – The Life of the Christian under the Judgment and Fear of God
o Mt. 7:1-6 – Being aware of the ultimate Judge
o Mt. 7:7-11 – Being aware of the caring Judge
o Mt. 7:12-23 – Being aware of the Fear of God
o Mt. 7:24-27 – Embracing the Wisdom of the Fear of God

Here again, we see the radical nature of the life that Jesus presents to us.  It is a life of blessing,
but it is a life that requires a character totally different from anything that the wisdom of the
world deems normative.  As Stott comments upon reflecting on the Sermon on the Mount, “No
comment should be more hurtful to the Christian than the words, ‘But you are no different from
anybody else.’”
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The Sermon: It’s Theology and The Gospel

The theology of the Sermon on the Mount has also been a point of confusion throughout the
history of the church.  It is clear by its placement as the first discourse in Matthew’s Gospel that it
has major importance in both Matthew’s thinking and in the thinking of Jesus.  However, there
are almost no references to the cross, no mention of blood atonement, and not much on the issue
of Christology (nature and doctrine of Christ).  Furthermore, how the sermon is to be lived out is
also a source of debate – is Jesus establishing a higher law than the Old Testament, a new law, or
simply explaining the law?  What then is the theology of the Sermon on the Mount and how does
it relate to the Gospel of Jesus Christ as a whole?

The Theology of the Kingdom of God:  “To my mind no two words sum up [the Sermon on the
Mount’s] intention better, or indicate more clearly its challenge to the modern world, than the
expression ‘Christian counter-culture.’”  The words of John Stott sum up the relationship of the
Kingdom of God and its relationship with the world as described in this sermon.  It is clear that
this is the primary theme of the sermon.

D. A. Carson notes:

The unifying theme of the sermon is the kingdom of heaven.  This is established not by 
counting how many times the expression occurs, but by noting where is occurs.  It 
envelops the Beatitudes (5:3, 10) and appears in 5:17-20, which details the relationship 
between the OT and the kingdom… It returns at the heart of the Lord’s Prayer (6:10), 
climaxes the section on kingdom perspectives (6:33), and is present as what must finally 
be entered (7:21-23).  Matthew places the sermon immediately after two verses insisting 
that the primary content of Jesus’ preaching was the gospel of the kingdom (4:17, 23).

The whole sermon describes in detail the power and values that compose the Kingdom of God.
In it, lowly things are exalted – poorness, mourning, meekness, persecution.  In it, the heart is
transformed beyond the extent of merely outward obedience to the law.  In it, the enemy is loved.
In it, private rewards before God are more acceptable that public rewards before men.  In it, God
is our Father!  In it, our cares are most drawn to what advances the Kingdom and not what makes
us most comfortable on earth.  In it, we evaluate everything with the recognition of our own faults
and God’s perfections.  In it, we acknowledge the wisdom of God by embracing the fear of God.
No wonder it is entered into by a narrow gate.

Of course there is one thing that is curiously missing from the sermon, the identity of the King of
the Kingdom.  Why is this?  I’ll explain more below.

Old Testament and The Sermon on the Mount: So what exactly is Jesus doing in the Sermon on
the Mount when He is discussing the Law or in His "you have heard it said” statements? Many
speculate that He is establishing a new law for Christianity that is higher than the Old Testament
law.  Some say He is simply explaining the Old Testament law and why the Jews missed what
God was actually calling for – a changed heart.  Both of these speculations are somewhat true.  It
is clear that Jesus is describing the culture of Christianity in ways that far surpasses the ethic of
the Old Testament law.  It is also clear that what Jesus is describing is far more intense than the
obedience to the entire law.  But there is more going on than just this.

In Matthew 5:17-20, Jesus makes two shocking statements.  He says not one portion of the “Law
or the Prophets” will pass away until all is “accomplished.”  Secondly, He says He came to fulfill
it.  What is Jesus saying?  Carson notes that both in the Gospels and during the first century the
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phrase “Law and the Prophets” and its various combinations were essentially the way of referring
to the entirety of the Old Testament.  Therefore, what Jesus is saying is more than just that He
came to fulfill the Law of Moses.  Rather, He is saying that He came to “accomplish” all that is
written in the Old Testament about Him.  In other words, He is the fulfillment of all messianic
and prophetic prediction in the Old Testament.

This emphasize is again seen in Matthew 7:12 when Jesus cites the Golden Rule as “for this is the
Law and the Prophets.”  Jesus is again saying that all of the Old Testament Scriptures are
summed up in our love for our neighbor.   Something that He will again say in His explanation of
the Greatest Commandment (Matthew 22:34-40), and the Apostle John will declare that Jesus
embodies in fullness (1 John 3:11-4:21).

The implication is striking, if Jesus is the fulfillment of all the Old Testament, then the
righteousness that He describes in the moral ethic of the Sermon on the Mount is the
righteousness that He possesses.  It is also this righteousness that He grants to us upon our entry
into the Kingdom of God.

The Cross, Christology, and the Gospel:

We will end with the question that began this section.  If the Sermon on the Mount receives such
prominence in Matthew and in Christian literature, why is the description of the cross absent?
Why is grace and faith not more fully described?  Why is there a description of the Kingdom but
no description of the King?  How then does it fit into the Gospel of Jesus Christ?

First off, while I would agree that all these elements aren’t explicit in the Sermon on the Mount, I
would not describe them as absent.  After all, Jesus has described Himself as the fulfillment of all
that is described and predicted in the Old Testament.  The Old Testament is full of the expression
of the Gospel awaiting the identity of the Messiah.  In it we find the promised Kingdom, the
promised King, the fact that the Messiah will die, allusions to His resurrection, the fact that He
will issue a New Covenant that transforms hearts, and that He will inherit a Kingdom from God.
Jesus, by saying He fulfills this, is declaring Himself to be the Messiah who will die on behalf of
sinners to bring them into the fullness of this Kingdom.

Secondly, the righteousness of the Kingdom is not one that any of us can obtain.  Even Jesus says
is must surpass that of the Pharisees and Scribes – the most “righteous” people of that day.  When
it is coupled by the fact that Jesus says the Kingdom of God can be “entered” (Mt. 7:13), it
immediately begs the question – how?  It is a question that is answered by Jesus just a few verses
later, you must be “known” by God (Mt. 7:23).  Again the question is – how?

Carson is helpful.  “The glimpse of kingdom life (horizontally and vertically) in these chapters
anticipates not only the love commandments (22:34-40) but also grace (5:3; 6:12; 7:7-11; cf.
21:28-46).”  Indeed, because the Sermon comes at the beginning of Matthew’s Gospel, it is
designed to build an eager anticipation of what Jesus will accomplish as He fulfills His role as
Messiah and Savior.  It is almost as if Matthew, in recording the words of Jesus, is saying, “Look
at this! This is what will be given to us through Christ’s work on the cross! Lloyd-Jones concurs;

“The Lord Jesus died to enable us to live the Sermon on the Mount.  He died.  Why? 
‘That he might… purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous for good works,’ says the
apostle Paul – the apostle of grace (see Titus 2:14).  What does he mean?  He means 
that He died in order that I might now live the Sermon on the Mount.  He made this 
possible for me…. Read and study it, face yourself in the light of it.  It will drive you to
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 see your ultimate need of rebirth and the gracious operation of the Holy Spirit.  There is 
nothing that so leads to the gospel and its grace as the Sermon on the Mount.”

The Sermon: Our Kingdom Mission

There is one final word of caution that is always helpful when we study deeply the words of
Scripture.  There is a temptation to think these words are just for us.  After all, Jesus is describing
the Kingdom and we are the ones living in that Kingdom.  However, we are never to lose the
reality that these words are also issued as a call to those who have not yet entered the Kingdom.
Matthew reminds us of that in two ways.

First, in Matthew 28:19-20, part of the great commission – the place where the risen Lord who
has died on our behalf and sends His followers into the world to spread His Gospel to the lost –
He reminds them that one of the duties of making disciples is “teaching them to observe all that I
have commanded you.”  The Sermon on the Mount is part of those commandments, in fact it is
the one who hears the Sermon and obeys its commands that is like the wise man building his
house on the rock.  An integral part of spreading the Kingdom of God is sharing this command of
Jesus to the whole world.

Secondly, just as the sermon was preached and written to increase the anticipation of Jesus
accomplishing His full work for our salvation, so it should be read with the anticipation that He
wants others – our neighbors, our families, our coworkers – to enter into that same Kingdom.
Thus, we should read it with the anticipation that God will give us the opportunity to share it with
others.  His Kingdom is, after all, good news!

This is ultimately why the sermon calls us to a radical life: because we must seek the Kingdom
not only for ourselves but for others.  Thus, when the Kingdom of God calls us to poor things and
we obey – we are blessed.  When it calls us to suffer persecution for its righteousness and we
obey – we are blessed.  When it calls us to love our enemy or speak good of them and we obey –
we are blessed.  When it takes us places that leave us wondering where the next paycheck, the
next meal, the next round of clothing come from and we obey – we are blessed.  Through the
grace of Jesus Christ and the faith He grants us to trust in Him we will always find the ultimate
blessing in a life radically lived in obedience to His Kingdom righteousness.

Recommended Recourses and Notes

Recommended Reading on the Sermon on the Mount:
• D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Studies in the Sermon on the Mount, Eerdmans Publishing, 1960

(available in the Grace Church Book Store)
• John Stott, The Message of the Sermon on the Mount, Inner-Varsity Press, 1978 (available in the

Grace Church Book Store)

Resources Used in the Development of this Introduction Include:
• D. A. Carson, Matthew, The Expositors Bible Commentary, Zondervan, 1984
• William Hendricksen, New Testament Commentary, Baker Book House, 1973
• D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Studies in the Sermon on the Mount, Eerdmans Publishing, 1960

(available in the Grace Church Book Store)
• John Stott, The Message of the Sermon on the Mount, Inner-Varsity Press, 1978 (available in the

Grace Church Book Store)
• Lecture Notes of Scott Kellum, Professor of New Testament Studies at Southeastern Baptist

Theological Seminary.
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Week One

Matthew 5:1-12

Kendrick Vinar
Senior Pastor
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WEEK 1: DAY 1                                                                                                         KENDRICK VINAR

Today’s Reading Section: 1Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat
down, his disciples came to him. 2And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 3"Blessed
are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. – Matthew 5:1-3

Comments:
The Sermon on the Mount is considered by many to be the greatest sermon ever preached. You
are invited to dig into its rich treasure of wisdom, spiritual truth, and life-transforming principles.
Interestingly, the sermon is introduced by Jesus “seeing the crowds” and responding by going up
on a mountain and sitting down. There’s an invitation to come and listen to and learn from Jesus.
His disciples come to Him and then Jesus opens His mouth and teaches.

What a picture of Jesus at rest. He teaches sitting down. The disciples need to come to Him to
hear Him. Those who are spiritually hungry will be fed.

The first of the Beatitudes opens the door to all of Jesus’ teachings. Miss this one and you’ll miss
the rest. Get this one and you’ve positioned yourself as a disciple - ready to learn and grow.

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of God.”

The poor in spirit are those who are needy. The poor in spirit are those who want to learn. They
are those who don’t know it all. The poor in spirit are the humble!

There is no other spiritual principle that will better predict the outcome of your life. God resists
the proud, but He gives grace to the humble. Humility opens to the door to all of God’s blessings.

An acronym to describe a good disciple is F.A.T. Are you faithful, available, and teachable.

Questions for Reflection:
• Questions to test if you are “poor in spirit:”

• Do you like to ask questions and learn or do you pretend (or think) that you already
know it?

• Are you teachable or are you a know-it-all?

• Do you seek godly counsel and spiritual input from those over your life or are you
independent and self-sufficient?

• Are you hard to impress or do you easily learn and grow as you hear God’s Word?

Prayer Points for Today:
• Respond to Jesus’ invitation to come to Him to listen to and learn from His teachings.

Express your hunger for God, your desire to learn, and your longing for spiritual insight.
• Humble yourself and ask God to make you “poor in spirit.”
• Repent of anything that comes to mind where you’ve been proud or not teachable.
• Talk to God about F.A.T. In what ways could you grow in being faithful, available, and

teachable?
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WEEK 1: DAY 2                                                                                                         KENDRICK VINAR

Today’s Reading Section: !4"Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
5Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. – Matthew 5;4-5

Comments:

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.”

The beatitudes are counter-intuitive. They are counter-culture. They cut against the grain of what
is extolled and praised in our culture. We always want to be happy. Everything is together.
Everything is wonderful.

Yet… Jesus knows the truth: everything is not happy and wonderful. Instead of ignoring the pain
in our lives, our family, our community or our world, Jesus invites us to experience reality. As we
feel what He feels for people and situations, then His comfort is poured into our hearts. Faith for a
preferred future (vision) may grip us. Wisdom and strategy may come as He comforts us.

2 Cor. 1 says that our Father is the God of all comfort. He comforts us in our afflictions so that
we’ll be able to comfort others with the same comfort with which we’ve been comforted.

There’s a healthy way to walk through pain and difficulty WITH God. He will comfort you as
you pour out your heart to Him. Mourn with an open heart—be willing and ready to receive from
God.

“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.”

Here is another totally upside down counter-culture spiritual truth. The world says: the meek get
run over, good guys finish last. The strong suppress the weak. The earth is controlled by the
mighty and powerful.

Jesus sees beyond the natural into the spiritual. There is a sovereign God in heaven who rules and
reigns. The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof. He is the King of kings. The truth is that
God determines the sphere of earthly kings. He is in control.

If you seize control yourself, then you have to keep control yourself. If you trust God and follow
His principles, then you inherit whatever sphere He gives you on earth. No human person can
take it from you.

David was an excellent example of a meek person who could have seized control of the kingdom
from Saul. He waited and waited. He honored spiritual authority. He was willing to be wronged,
and he forgave. In God’s timing David inherited a sphere given to him by God.

Questions for Reflection:
• Let the Holy Spirit search your heart to see if there’s any comfort that He wants to pour

into your life. Be open to mourning.

• Think of a time when you got ahead of God and took control in your own strength.

• Think of a time when you waited and trusted God for His solution to a tough situation.
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Prayer Points for Today:
• Receive comfort from God over a situation in your life, your family, your workplace, or

your world.
• Pray the comfort of God over someone else’s life.
• Entrust a situation to God purposing to be meek and trusting God to work on your behalf

and for His glory.
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WEEK 1: DAY 3                                                                                                         KENDRICK VINAR

Today’s Reading Section: !6"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they
shall be satisfied. 7Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.” – Matthew 5:6-7

Comments:

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.”

Our innate self-centeredness tells us to put our own interests first. We naturally put our energies
toward what is best for me.

Jesus says that the person who desires righteousness (God’s interests) is the one who is happy
(blessed). Pretty amazing! The path to happiness is through looking out for the interests of others,
not yourself.

If you hunger and thirst for what pleases God, then you’ll be satisfied. It’ll satisfy your heart.
That’s definitely counter-intuitive. It was the attitude that motivated Jesus while on earth.

“Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as
more important than yourselves; do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also
for the interests of others. Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus.” (Phil
2:3-5)

“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.”

Isn’t it great to receive mercy? Maybe a police officer doesn’t give you a speeding ticket but just
a warning. You know you messed up at work, but the boss is understanding and just encourages
you to give it your best shot next time. Receiving mercy is great.

Giving mercy isn’t always as easy or fun. If we are the one who has been wronged, then a sense
of justice often rises in our hearts. It’s not fair and that person should “get it” for what they’ve
done.

Jesus says that the person who is merciful is happy (blessed), because he/she will receive mercy.
Scriptures encourages us to forgive as we have been forgiven. We forgive as God in Christ has
forgiven us.

Jesus gives a pretty stern warning to us at the end of the parable of the unforgiving servant (Mt.
18:21-35). Just as the master turned over the unforgiving servant to the jailers, “so also my
heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”
(Mt.18:35) Unforgiveness is a jail. We become a prisoner of our own bitterness.

Be a person of mercy! Receive mercy from God. Extend mercy to others. Let your default be
grace. Believe the best and be quick to forgive. Don’t allow a root of bitterness to take hold in
your life.
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Questions for Reflection:
• What is stressing you out? What is weighing on your mind? Are you motivated by a

desire for righteousness (God’s interests) in that situation?

• Is there any person or situation that angers you? Have you forgiven? Do you need to
forgive again? Forgiveness is often a process.

• Think of situation where you can extend mercy to someone else.

Prayer Points for Today:
• Ask God to create a hunger and thirst for righteousness in your life.
• Pray and wait on God re: the satisfaction of your heart. What is most enjoyable to you?

Feast on God and delight in Him.
• Enjoy the mercy of God. Meditate on how incredibly gracious and kind God has been to

you. Ponder the fact that your sins have been removed as far as the east is from the west.
• Now forgive as you have been forgiven. Give mercy to whomever you may need to

extend grace. Allow the freedom and joy of God to come into your heart. You are free.
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WEEK 1: DAY 4                                                                                                         KENDRICK VINAR

Today’s Reading Section:!8"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 9Blessed are
the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.” – Matthew 5:8-9

Comments:

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.”

It’s pretty amazing that there’s a pre-requisite for seeing God. We don’t all experience God to the
same degree. You can cultivate your ability to see and experience God.

It’s not the perfect who see God but the pure in heart. God doesn’t look at outward appearances
nor does He expect perfect obedience. The pure in heart are those that are not deceptive or
sneaky. What you see is what you get. There’s no hidden agenda. No two faces. No double-
mindedness.

Jesus gave Nathanael a real compliment. He said, “Here is a true Israelite, in whom there is
nothing false.” (John 1:47) Nothing false – no guile, no deceit. It defines a true Israelite. Purity of
heart.

It’s one reason why lying is such a debilitating sin. Don’t tolerate it in your life. You’ll cripple
your future. Be honest with yourself and others. The devil can lie and intimidate you, but walking
in the light is always the path to life and happiness. Make purity of heart a priority in your life.
Make telling the truth a high priority if you’re parenting children.

Seeing God is the reward of a pure heart. God will back you. You’ll see Him work on your
behalf. You’ll see Him and know Him in a greater way. He’ll reveal His character to you. You’ll
experience Him in deeper ways. He is the reward, the pearl of great price.

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.”

Imagine every follower of Jesus being a peacemaker in the sphere God has given him/her. May
Christians be known as those who bring peace, unity, and harmony (at work, in neighborhoods, at
church, in families).

How sad when our “righteousness” leads us to be mean-spirited or divisive. It must grieve God
immensely. Our words play such an important role in being a peacemaker.

Peacemakers believe the best about people.
Peacemakers don’t gossip and spread negative reports about people.
Peacemakers go directly to a person with whom they have a conflict.
Peacemakers can see a situation from two perspectives.
Peacemakers are quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to become angry.
Peacemakers are respected.
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Questions for Reflection:
• In what areas of your life are you tempted to compromise and not be a person who is pure

in heart?

• How have you “seen God” recently?

• Wait on God and think of a situation where you can be a peacemaker.

Prayer Points for Today:
• Wait on God and let Him cleanse you of an impurity in your motives.
• Consecrate yourself to God’s will for your life. Ask God to make you pure in heart.
• Pray peace into the situation that came to mind on Question #3 above. Ask God for any

wisdom on how to be a peacemaker.
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WEEK 1: DAY 5                                                                                                         KENDRICK VINAR

Today’s Reading Section: !10 "Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and
utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is
great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. – Matthew 5:10-12

Comments:
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven.”

Suffering is not something we pursue or for which we hope. When we are persecuted, we often
think “what did I do wrong?” We try to avoid pain, suffering, and persecution. Jesus invites us
(even promises us – 2 Tim. 3:12) to a life of following Him that includes being persecuted by
others.

Persecuted for what? Righteousness! What we do and what we don’t do that pleases God. Not
lying or cheating at work as you may be pressured to do. Not letting your teenager see
inappropriate movies. Not getting drunk with your friends after work. Not being sexual active in
college. What we do: set aside time every day for God. Respect authority in our lives. Give
generously. Forgive. Only speak honoring words about your spouse.

“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you
falsely on my account.”

Words have power. Words bring life and build up. Words can also cut deeply and tear down.
Jesus says that you’re blessed/happy when others say words that are mean, untrue, and just evil.
You’re going to catch “all kinds of evil” and then what…?
“Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who
were before you.”

Instead of getting hurt or lashing back, rejoice and be glad. How can you do that? You can only
rejoice if you look to eternity. Every time you are persecuted or hurt because you did the right
thing, then BAM… a treasure is stored up in heaven. There is something far greater for you in
heaven as you turn the other cheek. There’s an eternal reward for you!

Don’t return evil with evil. Forgive them for they don’t know what they’re doing. Overcome evil
with good. Humble yourself. Don’t react. Look to God. Receive His love and comfort.
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Questions for Reflection:
• Have you been persecuted for righteousness’ sake?

• Would God call you to stand for Him in some way and risk the possibility of being
misunderstood or persecuted?

• Think of a situation recently where you caught some kind of “evil” from someone. How
did you react?

Prayer Points for Today:
• Pray about suffering. Let the Holy Spirit minister to heart: soften you and give you

courage and strength.
• Forgive those who have persecuted you or caused suffering in your life.
• Rejoice about a situation when you caught evil. Do Matt. 5:12!
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Week Two

Matthew 5:13-20

Steve Grenon
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WEEK 2: DAY 1                                                                                                             STEVE GRENON

Today’s Reading Section: "You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless,
how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and
trampled under foot by men. 14You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden;
15nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lamp stand, and it gives light
to all who are in the house. 16Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see
your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven. " – Matthew 5:13-16

Comments:
If the beatitudes (vs 1-12) are characteristics found in disciples of Jesus then the Salt and Light
metaphors (vs 13-16) show us how those characteristics influence the world around us. We’ll
study these four verses over the next three days. Today we will look at them in context of the
beatitudes and the following days we’ll unpack what is meant by Salt and Light.

As Jesus continues His sermon, we see Him sitting on the side of a mountain talking to a group of
people mostly comprised of poor farmers, fishermen and what some might even call peasants. He
has just proclaimed that they are to be gentle, merciful and peacemakers. He has told them that
they would be persecuted, insulted and would mourn. And now He says that they are to be salt
and light to the world. So how are people with those attributes going to make any difference in
this world? These aren’t the first characteristics that come to mind when I think of world
changing leaders. In fact, I would normally think of the exact opposite characteristics and select a
leader that was strong, able to pass judgment and ready for a fight. Yet “God has chosen the
foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to
shame the things which are strong…so that no man may boast before God.” (1Cor1:27-29).

In the Beatitudes, Jesus is not describing broken and helpless people. Just the opposite, He is
describing world changers, people who will become salt and light to an entire world. In fact, He
finishes the Beatitudes by comparing His disciples to the prophets that came before them (vs 12).
If Jesus taught that those lowly Palestinian disciples gathered around that mountain, whose view
of the world was through a garden hoe, fishing net, or shepherd’s staff could impact their world,
then we can impact our world as well.

Questions for Reflection:
• Do you consider yourself a world changer? Why not? What simple thing could you do on

a daily basis to be salt and light?

Prayer Points for Today:
• Pray that God turns your brokenness in strength.
• Ask God to show you how to be Salt and Light to the world around you.
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WEEK 2: DAY 2                                                                                                             STEVE GRENON

Today’s Reading Section: "You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless,
how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and
trampled under foot by men. "  – Matthew 5:13

Comments:
In biblical times salt was used both as a condiment and preservative. Salt was widely used to
preserve meats from rotting. In fact, during Jesus’ time there was a thriving industry in Magdala
where fish were salted and exported. So when Jesus referred to His disciples as the Salt of the
earth they would certainly have understood those two properties of salt and realized that Jesus
was telling them that His disciples actually preserve the earth from decay and make it a more
palatable place. Clearly the earth needs to be salted because on its own it would be unsavory and
would spoil.

As the metaphor goes, on the one hand there is the earth and on the other hand there is salt. The
two are very different and distinct. Jesus warns that the salt must remain salty in order to fulfill its
purpose. So how does salt loose its saltiness? From a strictly scientific perspective, salt is a very
stable substance and it doesn’t just change on its own, it won’t decay or change over time. The
only way for salt to loose its saltiness is to be contaminated with other substances. Therefore, we
can loose our saltiness by becoming contaminated with things of the world and thereby become
useless. As John writes “Everyone who has this hope fixed on Him (Jesus) purifies himself just as
He is pure.” In order to be effective salt we must first be pure salt. We must guard our hearts and
minds and live in those character traits found in the Beatitudes.

Questions for Reflection:
• How salty am I?

• How much have I changed since I first met Jesus?  Is my saltiness getting more intense
with few contaminants or is the opposite happening?

Prayer Points for Today:
• Pray for God to use you to preserve your family, friends and work place.
• Reach beyond your immediate sphere by praying for others and remember our ministry

partners around the world.
• Pray that wherever you go, you spice up the room with Godly salt making everything

more savory.
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WEEK 2: DAY 3                                                                                                             STEVE GRENON

Today’s Reading Section: 14"You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden;
15nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lamp stand, and it gives light
to all who are in the house. 16Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see
your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven. " – Matthew 5:14-16

Comments:
If the world needs light then obviously it must be in darkness. Once again we see a contrast of a
needy world and seemingly insignificant disciples called to be lights in such a large and dark
place. Yet think of how much light it takes to push back darkness. A simple cell phone in pitch
darkness can look like a floodlight. A single candle in the middle of the room can light the entire
room. The only thing stopping the light from breaking through the darkness is where it is located.
It needs to be out in the open where everyone can experience it.

Think of what happens when we loose power and our lights go out. What is the very first thing
we do? We get a flashlight or a candle. Light is that important. It provides security to us, it
provides comfort, and it enables our eyes to see. Spiritual light also provides these same benefits
and it is a very scary place to be without it. Jesus knows this and wants our light to be out in the
open in a prominent place where it can provide the greatest benefit to those in darkness.

How could you explain sight to a man born blind. It is impossible. Unless, he sees for himself he
will never completely understand no matter how much he is able to engage his other senses. It is
the same way with the world. They don’t know what they have never seen because their spiritual
sight doesn’t work. Jesus tell us that we posses the light which can enable their spiritual sight. But
the only way they get to see the light is through our good works. It’s as if God has made us
optometrists and given us the ability to tailor prescription glasses for those who cannot see
clearly. Our “good works” are like the prescription glasses, it is only a tool for them to see and
give glory to the Father.

Questions for Reflection:
• Where is my lamp stand located? How can I make it more visible?

Prayer Points for Today:
• Ask God to show you someone you can help today.
• Ask him specifically to make His light shine through you so that He would be glorified.
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WEEK 2: DAY 4                                                                                                             STEVE GRENON

Today’s Reading Section: "Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not
come to abolish but to fulfill. 18For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not the
smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 19Whoever then annuls
one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, shall be called
least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be called great in
the kingdom of heaven. "  – Matthew 5:17-19

Comments:
Jesus loved teaching people. You see Him all over the gospels teaching them about the Kingdom
of God. People who heard Him would say, “no one ever spoke like this man,” or “He speaks as
one with authority not like the Scribes and Pharisees.” The Pharisees questioned His authority
and they accused Him of teaching contrary to the law. It is in this context that Jesus makes it
perfectly clear that the law is flawless. Even the smallest items in the law are perfect and placed
there for a reason. He encourages them to read it, teach it and keep it, and calls people that do so
“great in the kingdom of heaven”. The Pharisees’ problem was that they saw the law as an end in
itself not a means to an end.

The key to understanding Jesus’ teaching on the law and how He was misunderstood is to realize
that He came to fulfill it. Let me draw an analogy to modern times. Let’s say that you have never
driven a car but you have a desire to learn. You could study owner’s manuals and understand all
the differences between various models.You could even teach others everything you know about
automobiles, but if you have never driven a car then your expertise is severely limited. When the
opportunity to “fulfill” your dream of driving a car arrives, there is no doubt in my mind that it
would be a completely new experience to you. Even though you were an expert at understanding
the owner’s manual the experience of driving is completely foreign. This doesn’t mean that the
user manual was wrong in any fashion. In fact, the user manual was absolutely correct in all it
taught, you just couldn’t comprehend what it would be like because you have never experienced
driving an automobile. Knowledge of the car can never be replaced by experience driving.

Using this analogy, Jesus is effectively telling us, that the law is good and perfect but He has
come to “fulfill” it and move us into a deeper experience with God. We need to continue to read
the Scriptures because it is perfect and good. It provides us with reproof, correction, and training
in righteousness. But we also need to “experience” the scriptures. Jesus is the word that became
flesh and blood. Jesus is someone we can experience not just in theory but for real.

Questions for Reflection:
• Do you read the Scriptures regularly?  If not, then try it.

• Have you experienced Jesus in your Christian walk? If not, then ask Him to make
Himself real to you. He said in Revelation “Behold, I stand at the door and knock, if
anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I’ll come in and dine with him.” (Rev 3:20)

Prayer Points for Today:
• Ask God for a deeper understanding of Jesus being the fulfillment of the law and how

that relates to you.
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WEEK 2: DAY 5                                                                                                             STEVE GRENON

Today’s Reading Section: "For I say to you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the
scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven. " – Matthew 5:20

Comments:
When Jesus’ disciples heard these words from His mouth they must have been terrified. Today,
we don’t think very highly of the Pharisees but back then they were deeply respected. After all,
they were the ones that studied the law and determined that there were 248 commandments and
365 prohibitions. And they sought to obey every one of them. Jesus had just said, "Whoever then
annuls one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, shall be called
least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever keeps and teaches them, he shall be called great in
the kingdom of heaven.” Surely, the Pharisees were keeping and teaching the commands better
than anyone. So how can Jesus possibly say to us that we need to do better than the Pharisees?
That just doesn’t seem humanly possible. Well, it isn’t humanly possible and that is exactly why
Jesus said it. If it were possible, then there would have been no need for Him to come in the first
place.

It’s like Jesus is telling them, the time has come. He is fulfilling the law and that bit of the law in
Jerimiah 31:33 which says, "…I will put My law within them and on their heart I will write it;
and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.” No more trying to determine how close to
the line you can walk without sinning. The law will be on your heart and you will know right and
wrong. And God will provide His Holy Spirit just like he said in Ezekiel 36:27 "I will put My
Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes” so there are no more feeble human
efforts.

Our righteousness is not dependent on ourselves but on God. As Paul writes in Romans 4:5, “But
to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited
as righteousness.” Therefore, there is only one way for our righteousness to surpass that of the
Pharisees. We must have faith is Jesus Christ and thereby have the righteousness of God credited
to us. He will then come and abide in us forever, guiding us and enabling us to walk in a manner
worthy of His Kingdom. We can never be good enough without Him.

Questions for Reflection:
• Do you wonder if you are good enough to enter the Kingdom of Heaven? If so, then I’d

encourage you to read a section of scripture we refer to as “the Romans Road.” We call it
the Romans road because it is found in the book of Romans and describes a person’s road
to salvation. It is comprised of the following verses Roman 3:23, 6:23, 5:8, 10:9, 8:1, 5:1,
8:38,39. Read them and reflect on God’s eternal plan for you. If you have just made a
decision to take that road please let one of the pastors know or pick up a red bag at the
next service. Someone will be happy to help you on your new journey.

Prayer Points for Today:
• Read Romans 8:13-15 as a prayer to God asking Him to fulfill it in your life.
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Week Three

Matthew 5:20-32

Jeremy Gwaltney
Youth Pastor
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WEEK 3: DAY 1                                                                                                     JEREMY GWALTNEY

Today’s Reading Section:  21"You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not
murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.' 22But I say to you that everyone who is
angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the
council; and whoever says, 'You fool!' will be liable to the hell of fire. 23So if you are offering your
gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24leave your gift
there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your
gift. 25Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are going with him to court, lest your
accuser hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you be put in prison. 26Truly,
I say to you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny. " – Matthew 5:21-26

Comments:
Reread verses 21-22 again. Remember, what Jesus is describing here is the radical nature of the
righteousness that is found in the Kingdom of God. In that kingdom we do not consider it a pat on
the back just to keep from killing someone. Rather, the issue of the heart is what is at stake.  What
Jesus is doing here is equating unchecked anger against our brother (anyone) with murder –
notice, He says both are “liable to judgment.” Therefore, the wickedness in our hearts to be angry
at someone is the same root that leads to the motivation, in many cases, to murder someone.

Jesus even ups the standard of the words we speak. We all understand that liable can lead to a
lawsuit. I remember as a public relations major studying the various laws of liable in order to
avoid them. It’s why all the news reports will say the suspect “allegedly” did the trespass prior to
a conviction of a crime. But here, Jesus says simply calling your brother a “fool” – (literally
“blockhead” in the Greek) is liable not only to a lawsuit but to hell.

The question becomes, why? Why is anger related to murder? When you think about it murder is
the supreme example of unseating God in relation to human life. The perpetrator takes it upon
himself to dictate the destiny of another person made in the image of God. Thus, he elevates
himself beyond the image of God and makes himself God – he deems another worthy of death.
Anger is similar. We get angry when our will is crossed, when our rights are violated, when our
lack of sovereignty is exposed. It leads to a desire to impose our will, rights, sovereignty upon
others. In essence, we elevate ourselves above being in the image of God, and try to exact god-
like actions on others. Anger violates the righteousness of the Kingdom because is signals a
failure to submit to the will and ways of the King. Thus it is condemned so heavily. Of course,
there are exceptions, and we’ll look at those tomorrow. For now, allow God to expose areas of
anger and bitterness in your heart so that you can experience the righteousness of the Kingdom.

Questions for Reflection:
• What types of things lead you to be quickly angry? (Not sure? Ask your spouse, children,

or best friend).

• What do you think God wants to do in your heart in those areas of struggle?

• Is there someone you need to seek forgiveness from because of your anger?

Prayer Points for Today:
• Ask God to forgive you an areas of anger and unforgiveness in your heart.
• Ask Him to renew you in the righteousness of His Kingdom power.
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WEEK 3: DAY 2                                                                                                     JEREMY GWALTNEY

Today’s Reading Section: 21"You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not
murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.' 22But I say to you that everyone who is
angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the
council; and whoever says, 'You fool!' will be liable to the hell of fire. 23So if you are offering your
gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24leave your gift
there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your
gift. 25Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are going with him to court, lest your
accuser hand you over to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you be put in prison. 26Truly,
I say to you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny. " – Matthew 5:21-26

Comments:
Reread verses 23-28. Yesterday we said that there are some exceptions to anger being equated
with murder. After all, it is very hard not to get angry. Psalms 4:4 says to “Be angry and do not
sin.” What does that mean? It means three things. First, it means that the initial reaction of anger
is not sinful in and of itself, rather it is the actions that we take in compliance with that anger.
Second, it means when we are angry we should be careful not to act against our brother with that
anger as a motivation, rather, we should allow the Spirit of God to come and rule our hearts and
minds so that we can act in love. Finally, it means that we should not store anger, or hold
grudges, against someone for an extended period of time. How long is too long to be angry at
someone? Ephesians 4:26-27 says we should have worked through our anger with someone by
the end of the day and that failure to do so allows the enemy to further aggravate our souls.

How do we not allow anger to take root in our hearts? By being quick to resolve conflicts in our
lives. Notice what Jesus says, if you realize “that your brother has something against you” go and
rectify it. Notice who is offended: the other person. But Jesus still wants you to go and make it
right with them. Later in Matthew 18:15, He will command us to go and tell our brother if they
have offended us so that we might not remain angry. This is a powerful concept! Whether we are
the one who is offended or we simply know someone is offended with us, we are supposed to go
and make it right so that anger will not have its destructive work! This is how Bible scholar and
Christian Counselor, Jay Adam, illustrates Jesus’ teaching, “Picture two brethren who have had a
quarrel and go off in a huff. When they both cool down, ideally they ought to meet one another
on the way to each other’s house seeking reconciliation.”

How big of a premium does God place on unity and lack of anger between brothers? Notice the
setting of reconciliation, “at the altar.” The implication is huge, before continuing in your duties
of worship, we are to seek to be in a clear conscience with our fellow Christian. This is why the
apostle John later writes, “If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he
who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen (1 John
4:20).” Therefore, our faithfulness and purity in worship is largely lived out in our love for our
Christian brothers and sisters.
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Questions for Reflection:
• Is there someone in your life right now that you are either angry at, or you know is angry

at you?

• Have you done everything in your power to rectify the cause of that anger and be
reconciled to your brother or sister?

• Is there a grudge that you have been holding against someone for a long time that you
need to release and forgive them for?

• Do you love God?

Prayer Points for Today:
• Ask God to reveal to you anyone you need to be reconciled with.
• Ask God to allow you to feel love and compassion for those who have angered you.
• Thank God for not holding your sins against you and for sending Jesus to absorb His

wrath against your sin so that you could be reconciled to Him.
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WEEK 3: DAY 3                                                                                                     JEREMY GWALTNEY

Today’s Reading Section:  27"You have heard that it was said, 'You shall not commit adultery.'
28But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed
adultery with her in his heart. 29If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away.
For it is better that you lose one of your members than that your whole body be thrown into hell.
30And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is better that you lose
one of your members than that your whole body go into hell. " – Matthew 5:27-30

Comments:
Here again we see the radical nature of the Christian life. It is not enough simply to pat ourselves
on the back for not committing adultery. No, Kingdom righteousness at work in our lives abhors
sexual lust. Why does it abhor it? Because lust, in many ways, is a worship issue. According to
pastor Mark Driscoll from Mars Hill Church in Seattle, American’s spend more on pornography
than the budgets of all the major sports industries combined! It is our favorite God.

It is important to note here, that Jesus is not simply talking about a glance that lasts too long, or a
passing thought running through our mind. He is also not looking at lust as just a one-way sin –
beholder dwelling upon an object. Bible scholar D.A. Carson explains that the Greek of “lustful
intent” can be rendered “so as to get her to lust.” He concludes that “the man is therefore looking
at the woman with a view to enticing her to lust.” It can imply a state where the woman could
even be encouraging the man in his actions. Therefore, the porn star is as guilty as the one
looking at pornography, and the one wearing provocative clothing as guilty as the one gawking at
her. The ultimate desire in both their hearts is to be worshiped. The man to be worshiped because
of his ability to impress the woman, and the woman, to be worshipped because of her beauty.
Even in fantasy, he is creating an environment where he can be worship the pleasure of a fake
conquest, she profits from the worship of men who purchases the fantasy.

What is the Kingdom response to such idolatry? Vulgar repulsion that sees the plucking out of
eyes and chopping off of hands as more desirable. Here Jesus is speaking in exaggerated terms.
He is not actually telling us to pluck out our eyes or to cut off our hands. But the shock we feel in
response to his extreme statement the same effect. In view of the beauty, luxury, pleasure, and
glorious realities of our God and King, a lesser pleasure should always appear to be vulgar. These
words also include a picture of the radical advice Jesus would give to those struggling with such
sins – cut out the areas of your life that lead to this type of sin and temptation. If the computer is
the issue, throw it away. If business trips are leading to this downfall, change jobs or always take
someone with you. If you are finding yourself enticed by someone at work, avoid them. Be
willing to take radical actions to defeat dangerous sin.

Ultimately, though, this sin can only be defeated by the power of Jesus’ blood shed for us in His
death on the cross. In this way, the plucking out and cutting off words of Jesus do have a literal
meaning. After all, it was His eyes that sat just below a crown of thorns and received blows and
His brow that was beaten by a rod in His abuse on the cross that gave us the righteousness to
cover our sins so that we would not have to have our eyes tortured in eternity. It was His hands
that were pierced through to support His exposed body in shame so that we might have the grace
and power to “present the members of our bodies to God as instruments of righteousness
(Romans 6:13). It is not our effort, but His grace achieved on the cross that enables us to have the
power to defeat our fight against sin.

Questions for Reflection:
• Are you currently struggling with areas of sexual lust in your life?
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• Have you genuinely repented of your idolatry and asked God to give you the grace to
defeat this sin?

• Are there particular places, habits, persons, etc. that you need to “cut” out of your life to
reduce the temptation to sin?

• Is there anything you need to confess to a trusted friend to help you fight the sin of lust?

Prayer Points for Today:
• Praise God for making you a sexual being who can enjoy His righteous purposes in life.
• Ask God to forgive you of any sexual sins you are struggling with.
• Receive His grace and forgiveness.
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WEEK 3: DAY 4                                                                                                     JEREMY GWALTNEY

Today’s Reading Section:  31"It was also said, 'Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a
certificate of divorce.' 32But I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the
ground of sexual immorality, makes her commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman
commits adultery. " – Matthew 5:31-32

Comments:
Let’s keep the main thing the main thing just for today. When we read this verse we automatically
jump questions like “what does the ‘sexual immorality’ exception clause mean?” Or, “is all
divorce equal to adultery?” We will give ample time to this in tomorrow’s devotional, but today
let’s keep the main thing the main thing.

The main thing is that in the Kingdom of God a high standard and value is given to marriage. It
means that the husband and the wife are copartners in the most intimate human relationship
created by God. Marriage is not something that can be easily discarded because of inconvenience
because people change. No, the breaking of the marriage relationship for almost any reason
should, in the perspective of Kingdom righteousness, be as grotesque as the action of adultery.
Think about how counter culture that is! For example, a famous celebrity is caught cheating on
his wife and there is moral outrage. But another famous celebrity gets divorced within the first
year of their marriage and we think its normal.  In the culture of the Kingdom, both are equally
deplorable.

In God’s eyes marriage is not to be taken casually, but to be cherished, enjoyed, worked on, and
life-lasting. The true blessing of marriage is not in the initial bliss of newlywed romance. Rather
it is in the lifelong sanctification that you enjoy as two spouses cooperate with each other to
become more like Jesus. I love my wife, and often our marriage has been anything but easy, but
there is not a day that goes by when I’m not thankful for the gracious gift that God gave me in
her.

Why does God put such a high value on marriage? Because it is the ultimate expression of His
love for His people. In the Old Testament, Israel was His bride, in Ephesians the Church is
described as His bride, and in the book of Revelation both Israel and the Church are depicted
together as the Bride and the new Jerusalem. We are the ones He pursued, He was rejected by, He
died for, and He then brings home to an eternal mansion in His presence. May our marriages
always reflect His grace His love towards us.

Questions for Reflection:
• How do you view your marriage or the marriage relationship?

• In what ways do you need God’s perspective in your marriage?

• What is one nice thing you can do for your spouse today to let him/her know that you
value him/her.

Prayer Points for Today:
• Thank God for His passionate pursuit of you.
• If you are married, ask God to bring new life and love into your marriage; if not, ask God

to prepare you for whatever relationship He has in store for you.
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WEEK 3: DAY 5                                                                                                     JEREMY GWALTNEY

Today’s Reading Section: “But I say to you that everyone who divorces his wife, except on the
ground of sexual immorality, makes her commit adultery, and whoever marries a divorced woman
commits adultery. " – Matthew 5:32

Comments:
Okay, with yesterday’s advice firmly in our memory with the primacy of marriage as the focus of
the passage, let’s talk about the secondary issues; what does the Bible teach about divorce and
remarriage? Please remember that a bunch of very Godly, wonderful people have differences of
opinions on this, I’m simply adding mine to the mix. I offer this in all humility having seen first
hand the suffering that divorce can bring to a family.

What the Bible Says: While divorce is discussed in more than 14 different Biblical passages, four
will be discussed here: Malachi 2:16, Deuteronomy 24:1-4, Matthew 19:1-12 and 1 Corinthians
7:10-40.

“‘I hate divorce,’" says the LORD, the God of Israel….” (Malachi 2:16)  This is probably the
clearest statement on divorce in the Bible. God hates divorce. In the context of Malachi 2, it is
clear that He hates divorce because it misrepresents who He is in relation to His people. God is a
loving husband who is faithful to the “wife of his youth.”

“When a man takes a wife and marries her, and it happens that she finds no favor in his
eyes because he has found some indecency in her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce
and puts it in her hand and sends her out from his house….” (Deuteronomy 24:1)
Deuteronomy 24:1-4 is the passage referred to by the Pharisees in the Gospels as Moses’
permission of divorce. In fact, this passage only truly discusses divorce in one particular instance,
“indecency,” and to prohibit a divorced woman from remarrying her original husband if she
marries a second man after the divorce. The Old Testament law code never commanded divorce.

Another interesting fact about this passage is the permission for divorce for “indecency.”
According to the Gospel passages, this seems to have been interpreted by the present day
Pharisees as permission for any reason. However, the Hebrew word for “indecency,” and its
derivatives, appear 54 times in the Old Testament. In 49 of those uses it has a connotation of
sexuality usually relating to explicit immorality or shame. So it seems that in this context divorce
is only permitted for reasons of sexual immorality within a marriage.

 “And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for immorality, and marries another
woman commits adultery.” (Matthew 19:9) In Matthew 19:1-12, Jesus and the Pharisees are
debating the meaning of the Deuteronomy 24 passage. Here Jesus mentions three things related to
the divorce issue. First, He affirms that God’s original plan does not to endorse divorce (v. 4-6).
Secondly, He makes it clear that it was man, not God, who instituted divorce (v.6). Finally, He
affirmed that sexual immorality was a reasonable ground for divorce (v.9). Jesus likened divorce
and remarriage for reasons other than sexual immorality as being equal to the sin of adultery.

 
“Yet if the unbelieving one leaves, let him leave; the brother or the sister is not under
bondage in such cases, but God has called us to peace.” (1 Corinthians 7:15)  In 1
Corinthians 7:10-40, Paul elaborates on marriage and divorce. He affirms the words of Jesus by
stating that divorce is not the will of God and that spouses are bound to each other, whether
divorced or not, for the remainder of their lives and should remain unmarried if they divorce. He
does, however, offer one caveat which is if an unbelieving spouse leaves a believer, the believer
is free from his or her bondage with the spouse.
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Nowhere in the Bible is there explicit teaching on remarriage except in 1 Corinthians 7 where it is
allowed after the death of a spouse and forbidden in the case of a non-Biblical divorce. However,
in all the passages on divorce remarriage is discussed implicitly both positively and negatively.
So, it can be inferred that remarriage was allowable in some circumstances.

Biblical Principles of Divorce and Remarriage: After surveying the Biblical teachings on divorce
and remarriage the following eternal principles can be seen. The principles should be used when
considering these difficult issues. 1) God loves marriage and views the husband, wife relationship
as the greatest human expression of His love for His people (Genesis 1-3, Song of Solomon,
Hosea 1-3, Ephesians 5:22-33). 2) God hates divorce because it violates the expression of His
covenant love for His people (Malachi 2:16). 3) In an understanding of human nature and that
there are two people involved; God allows something He hates (divorce) in at least two
circumstances: sexual immorality in the context of the marriage covenant (Matthew 5:31-32,
Matthew 19:1-12), and if an unbeliever willingly leaves a believer because of disagreement over
the Faith (1 Corinthians 7:10-40). 4) In both cases above, if reasonable, Biblical efforts have been
made to reconcile the marriage, or if the marriage is irreconcilable because of death or remarriage
– the Bible does not prohibit remarriage. However, the leaving or violating party is prohibited
from remarrying (Deut. 24, Matthew 5 and 19, 1 Corinthians 7). 5) In areas of uncertainty (abuse,
extreme financial irresponsibility, addictions, etc.), separation should be a protective option.
However, divorce, remarriage (to the same spouse) or a second marriage (a different spouse)
should be handled with great skepticism (Matthew 19, 1 Corinthians 7). This skepticism does not
mean that there aren’t cases when divorce and remarriage are legitimate options, however the
emphasis in Scripture is to save and rebuild marriages wherever possible.  6) In all decisions, we
are responsible to uphold the Biblical standards as best we understands them and proceed in faith
with a clear conscience (Romans 14).

When looking at the Scriptural teaching on divorce, many ask, “I don’t get it, doesn’t God want
me to be happy?” Even Jesus’ own disciples said, in Matthew 19, “If such is the case of a man
and his wife, it is better not to marry.” But the unequivocal answer to the question is a resounding
“yes,” God does want you to be happy. The happiness, though, resides in the righteousness of the
Kingdom of God, and according to God’s righteousness more marriages can be saved than lost.
Thus the redemption of a bad, or even broken, marriage is what leads to the greatest happiness.
Remember how the Sermon on the Mount starts, “Blessed (which can also be translated, “happy”)
are the….” God’s plan for marriage is part of this tremendous blessing.

Questions for Reflection:
• Spend time thinking about your own marriage, or relationships – what does God want to

tell you?

• If you are married, are you experiencing God’s full blessing by walking in His Kingdom
righteousness? If not, ask Him to give you one idea that will help improve your marriage
today.

• If you are not married, ask God to give you wisdom in how to prepare for your future
spouse.

• If you are divorced, seek God’s grace in all things. Perhaps His grace is there to heal and
comfort, perhaps His grace is there to love and forgive, perhaps His grace is there to
challenge and reconcile. Ask Him for an action plan of grace.
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Prayer Points for Today:
• Spend time thanking God for your marital status, no matter what it is – married, single,

divorced, etc.  He is the God who blesses, the God who gives, and the God who redeems.
• Ask God to work any forgiveness in your soul that has not yet been extended to the

people you love.
• Ask God to reveal and defeat any element of lust in your life.
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Week Four

Matthew 5:33-48

Jonathan Love
Executive Pastor
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WEEK 4: DAY 1                                                                                                           JONATHAN LOVE

Today’s Reading Section: "Again, you have heard that the ancients were told, 'You shall not
make false vows, but shall fulfill your vows to the Lord.' 34But I say to you, make no oath at all,
either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35or by the earth, for it is the footstool of His feet, or
by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36Nor shall you make an oath by your head, for
you cannot make one hair white or black. 37But let your statement be, 'Yes, yes' or 'No, no';
anything beyond these is of evil. " – Matthew 5:33-37

Comments:
Jesus is dealing with a very specific problem in this passage. People (especially the Pharisees)
had grown accustomed to making all kinds of vows and oaths and swearing by all different sorts
of things. They were making vows carelessly and casually. They would swear by heaven, earthly
things, and even by themselves so that they were not directly making an oath to God. They
reasoned that if they broke their oath based on any of the lesser things, at least they were not
bringing God’s name into disrepute. They argued that since God Himself had not been involved,
then the oath was not binding.

Jesus addresses the problem first by saying that everything that anyone could swear by is
ultimately God’s and is therefore binding. The trick of swearing by lesser things was simply not
going to fly.

Then Jesus cuts to the heart of the matter. He is not so much interested in how or if you make a
vow, but rather the truthfulness of your words. Jesus is not saying that we should never make a
vow or that vows are evil. Paul made a vow and kept it (Acts 18:18). Jesus was saying that ones
life should be sufficient to back up one’s words. A yes should mean yes, and a no should mean
no.

Jesus wants His followers to be people of truth, honesty, and integrity. We should not need to say
things like “I promise” or “I swear.” Our life’s track record should be enough. God is truth, and
He wants us to be like Him. If our life does not match up with the words we speak, then we lose
credibility and it hinders us from being salt and light. There is a quality about truthfulness that
others are attracted to. When we live a lifestyle of truth and integrity, others will be drawn to us
and we can in turn point them to the Truth.

Questions for Reflection:
• Are you a person who keeps your word? Do you do what you say you are going to do?

Do you follow through?

• Do you frequently use language like “I swear” or “I promise” to try and validate your
words?

• Is there a specific situation that God has revealed to you where you did not keep your
word that you need to repent of?

Prayer Points for Today:
• Ask God to help you be a person who keeps your word. Ask God to help you develop a

lifestyle of integrity that will be attractive to others.
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WEEK 4: DAY 2                                                                                                           JONATHAN LOVE

Today’s Reading Section: “You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a
tooth.' 39But I say to you, do not resist an evil person; but whoever slaps you on your right cheek,
turn the other to him also. 40"If anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, let him have your
coat also. – Matthew 5:38-40

Comments:
This is a hard section of Scripture to swallow.  What is Jesus really trying to say here? What is He
really getting at?  When people read this Scripture they can tend to focus on the wrong thing.
They think Jesus is saying that we should not defend ourselves if we are attacked or if someone
robs us we are supposed to offer him more than he took. That is not the heart of the message that
Jesus is trying to convey here.

This teaching has reference to my concern for myself and how much I care about “self.” If we are
Christ followers then we have a command to become dead to self (Matt 16:24). Jesus is
addressing this very issue. Our concern for “self” can be very strong. Self automatically rises up
when I am wronged. “Self” has a natural desire for revenge and retaliation when it is hurt. “Self”
has the tendency to love and feel an entitlement for it’s possessions. We protect and defend “self”
and at times even though we may not admit it, we want to glorify “self”.

The point that Jesus is making here is that we need to do away with the love of self. We must
learn to crucify the spirit of self defense that rises up when we are wronged. We must learn to kill
the desire for revenge and retaliation. We must learn not to be attached to our possessions and we
must not defend the idea that we are entitled to them.

This death to self is a biblical principle that we can apply in many different situations in life.
Here, Jesus illustrates ways this principle can play out. If someone insults you (slapping someone
on the cheek was considered the greatest insult) don’t insult them back. Don’t retaliate and seek
revenge. Die to self.  If someone wants to take your shirt, don’t hold onto it and declare your right
to your possession. Die to self and be willing to even give away your outer garment (coat). Don’t
love your possessions and demand them, die to self and be willing to part with them.

It is a matter of your spirit. Jesus said if you are truly to be my disciples then you must be dead to
self.

Questions for Reflection:
• Do you feel like you die to self on a daily basis? Is this something you pursue with all of

your heart?

• How do you normally respond when someone hurts, offends, or mistreats you?

Prayer Points for Today:
• God help me to become more like you and die to self on an ongoing basis.
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WEEK 4: DAY 3                                                                                                           JONATHAN LOVE

Today’s Reading Section: "Whoever forces you to go one mile, go with him two. 42Give to him
who asks of you, and do not turn away from him who wants to borrow from you. –Matthew 5:41-
42

Comments:
Have you ever had a great customer service experience? Someone wowed you with over the top
service that you were not expecting. They went out of their way to make sure that you were taken
care of and that your needs were met. They went over and above their job description and took it
upon themselves to make sure you were satisfied. These days experiences like that don’t come
around too often, but many of us have had an experience like this.

How did you feel afterward? You felt great. You walked away feeling honored and valued. It put
a skip in your step. You wanted to tell other people about it. You called your friends and bragged
about the person/business. You might even call their boss and tell them what a fine employee
they have in hopes of blessing the person who took care of you. The point is, when someone goes
out of their way to serve you, you feel great and you want to tell others about it.

A situation like this reminds me of the message that Jesus is communicating in these verses. In
those days it was a common custom for soldiers or government officials to force a man to carry a
bag when the soldier was moving from one place to the next. They were required to go a certain
distance, it was law. This could be very frustrating. Imagine going about your day and then being
forced to stop what your doing and carry someone’s bag (who you didn’t even like) for a mile.

Jesus again raises the bar. He says don’t just take it one mile (the minimum), go over and above
and take it another mile even though you don’t have to. Talk about customer service! Why would
Jesus tell his followers to do such a thing?

There are two specific reasons I want to mention. First, it was a great way to do away with the
love of self. Drop what you wanted to do and go out of your way to serve someone else. Don’t get
upset or frustrated. Don’t fight back or complain about how unfair it is. Die to self, smile, and get
your heart in the right place. Don’t go only one mile, but offer to go the second mile as an act of
worship and surrender.

Secondly, when we as Christ followers go the extra mile to serve someone it does something to
them. They are affected by it. Just like you feel when you get great customer service that you
were not expecting, it’s refreshing. We have the opportunity to display the love of God to lost
people all around us. They are not accustomed to seeing people go the extra mile. They are not
use to seeing selfless giving. When they see it, it can leave a lasting impression on them. They
might even ask you why you would behave in such a manner. There is your open door to share
why you go the extra mile. Because Jesus went the extra mile for you and it changed you forever.
What a great platform to share the gospel from. So go the extra mile, serve, give your life away.
You may be blown away by the results.



40

Questions for Reflection:
• How could you apply the extra mile principle in your life right now?

• Do you go the extra mile to serve your boss, spouse, friend, family member?

Prayer Points for Today:
• Father help me to see the opportunities around me where I can serve and display your

love to the people in my life.
• Help me to have a servants heart and to live a life of self denial.
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WEEK 4: DAY 4                                                                                                           JONATHAN LOVE

Today’s Reading Section:  "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and
hate your enemy.' 44But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to
those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, 45that you may
be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and
sends rain on the just and on the unjust. – Matthew 5:43-45

Comments:
How could God ask us to do this? I’ll cut straight to the point. Because that is exactly what He
did for us. He looked down on this sinful arrogant world and sent His only Son to save it because
He saw the condition that we were in. We were broken sinners helpless to save ourselves. There
was no good in us. We were held captive and blinded by the god of this world.

What moved God’s heart to save us was His eternal love that was not determined by anything
outside of Himself. There was nothing wonderful in us that caused Him to love us. He loved us
while we were yet sinners because that is who He is. The Bible very clearly says that our goal as
a Christian is to become like God. We must do as He does. He loves sinners. He loves people
who are evil and unjust and He blesses them. He causes the sun to rise on the evil and the good
and He sends rain on the just and unjust. Jesus forgave the people who were crucifying Him, He
loved His enemies and He commands us to show this same love.

The way that we treat others must not depend on what they are like or what they have done to us.
We must treat them based on their condition. They are sinners who are ensnared by Satan and he
is blinding their eyes. Yes, they might be hurting my feelings, but it’s not because of me, it’s
because of their condition. I can’t respond in anger. I must see them as a prisoner who is bound
for a Christ-less eternity and who desperately needs to be rescued. I must purpose to do whatever
is in my power to help bring about their rescue.

One thing I can do to help in their rescue is to show them the unconditional love of God.

When we look at our enemies in this light, it becomes easier to obey this command. We must not
stop at simply not retaliating when they wrong us, but we must show a positive concern for their
well being. We must show a genuine love and concern for them.

Do you pray for people who persecute you? Do you bless those that curse you? Do you ask God
to have mercy on them and save them? It is this concern for lost sinners that compelled Jesus to
come to the earth and ultimately to die on the cross. He was so concerned for us that He did not
think about Himself. This is the attitude He wants us to have towards our enemies.

This is not an easy thing. It is supernatural. God has given us His Spirit and by giving us these
commands in Scripture He is hinting to us that it is possible to love in this way. When we love
our enemies, when we bless those who curse us, when we pray for those who persecute us, we are
loving like God. He is conforming us into His image.  He is also using us to display His love to
lost and broken people who need rescuing.
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Questions for Reflection:
• Are these hard verses for you to accept?

• Is there someone in your life that you could purpose to love in this way?

Prayer Points for Today:
• God help me to become more like you in every facet of my life.
• Help me to show your love to those who persecute me.
• Help me to have a genuine love for those who are lost and in need of rescue even if they

seem hard to love.
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WEEK 4: DAY 5                                                                                                           JONATHAN LOVE

Today’s Reading Section: For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not
even the tax collectors do the same? 47And if you greet your brethren only, what do you do more
than others? Do not even the tax collectors do so? 48Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your
Father in heaven is perfect. – Matthew 5:46-48

Comments:
I think the main point in this passage of Scripture is that there is supposed to be something
different about us (Christians). It’s really a summation of everything I have written about in the
devotion this week. The previous passages have dealt with how we are to die to self and yield our
rights.  We are not to retaliate when we are wronged. We are not to defend self. We are not to
have claim over and demand our possessions. We are to cheerfully give away our time and
treasures to those in need. We are to love and serve people who persecute us.

There is no way we can live a life like this unless we are actively putting self to death. If we have
committed ourselves to God and are intent to allow Him to change us and make us more like
Him, then we will see that this type of life is possible.

When we do live like this, then it will be evident that there is something different about us. We
don’t want to be like everyone else and just live a good moral life. We want to stand out and be
different. Even the worst of sinners (like the tax collectors) can love people who love them.
That’s not even hard. There is nothing unique or inspiring about loving people who love you. God
raises the standard for the Christian and says be different, stand out. Give your life away to
others. Love your enemies.

The passage ends by saying we should be perfect just as our heavenly Father is perfect. He knows
we will never be perfect, but as Christians we are to be like God. That is the definition of being a
Christian. We are to display in our every day lives the heart of God to this cruel world. We are
meant to live as Jesus did, we are to follow His example. Not only should we be different than
others, but we should be like Jesus.

Questions for Reflection:
• Is there anything in you that is unique and completely different than a non-believer. Is

there a selfless Christ-like quality about you that others are drawn to?

• After reading the devotional this week, do you feel like there are some areas in your life
that need some work? (I know God revealed some to me as I was writing)

Prayer Points for Today:
• God help me to be different. Help my life to stand out in a dark world. Help me to live in

such a way that others would be attracted to your light inside of me.
• Help me to actively put “self” to death, and live completely for you.
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Week Five

Matthew 6:1-6

Sir Robert Burbridge
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WEEK 5: DAY 1                                                                                              SIR ROBERT BURBRIDGE

Today’s Reading Section: 1“Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds before men, to
be seen by them. Otherwise you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 2Therefore, when
you do a charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory from men. Assuredly, I say to you, they
have their reward. 3But when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand know what your
right hand is doing, 4that your charitable deed may be in secret; and your Father who sees in
secret will Himself reward you openly.

5“And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. For they love to pray standing in the
synagogues and on the corners of the streets, that they may be seen by men. Assuredly, I say to
you, they have their reward. 6But you, when you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut
your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will
reward you openly. – Matthew 6:1-6

Comments:
In Matthew 5, Jesus has just finished teaching about the Law of God:  that He has come to fulfill
the law; and that sin is rooted in the heart and flowers in our actions (murder, adultery, divorce,
...). He then gives some guidelines for how we ought to train our hearts through the pruning of
our actions:  to make no oaths (so that we do not presume upon God's authority); to seek service
rather than vengeance, giving freely to all; and to repay evil with good. These tell us about the
kinds of interactions we should have with the world, and how we should consider ourselves and
others. Chapter 6 begins on a different note, with Jesus teaching us how we ought to do our
"charitable deeds" and about some of our inner motives regarding them.

Over many, many years our culture has taken one major lesson from these verses in Matthew: 
that true charity is giving without expecting a reward.

The world's idea is that we ought to to be charitable in secret so that there's no chance that
someone could find out and reward us. If someone finds out and gives us praise or a reward, it
was not a "selfless act"—the only actions that are "true charity." To be truly charitable, we need
to make certain that our deeds are never discovered, otherwise it wasn't charitable. This message
is played out in television shows, books, on the radio, and in our coffee shop conversations. 

It is a message that is both pervasive and seductive—but it is also wrong! We were not designed
to cast off all considerations of reward and glory—rather, we were designed by God to glorify
Him and to anticipate His rewards! 

From the beginning, God has been the Great Giver. He has given us life, He has given us a world
in which to live, He has given us each other, and He has even given us Himself. He has given us
everything, and He designed us to be joyful, expectant receivers of all His giving! In this passage,
Jesus points this out emphatically a number of times: it isn't that we shouldn't be looking for
reward, it's that our greatest desire should be for rewards from God, not men. The value of
secrecy is not that other people should not find out, but that our own evil hearts should not be
seduced into idolatry, putting another giver above God. 
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Questions for Reflection:
• Have you ever found yourself thinking that secrecy was necessary for something to be

truly charitable? 

• Jesus said "do not do your charitable deeds before men, in order to be seen by them;
otherwise you have no reward from your Father in heaven." Which is more important, the
secrecy, or our inner motivations?

• If we do our charitable deeds before men, but with a pure heart that isn't motivated by
human reward, is that still okay?

Prayer Points for Today:
• Pray for God to show you any deception in this area. Especially pray for wisdom to

discern your own false motives when giving. Have faith that God is gentle and good, and
will give you all wisdom to grow in Him into full maturity. Pray for God to teach you
that He has designed you to love to receive His good gifts and rewards.
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WEEK 5: DAY 2                                                                                              SIR ROBERT BURBRIDGE

Today’s Reading Section: 1“Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds before men, to
be seen by them. Otherwise you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 2Therefore, when
you do a charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory from men. Assuredly, I say to you, they
have their reward. 3But when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand know what your
right hand is doing, 4that your charitable deed may be in secret; and your Father who sees in
secret will Himself reward you openly.

5“And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. For they love to pray standing in the
synagogues and on the corners of the streets, that they may be seen by men. Assuredly, I say to
you, they have their reward. 6But you, when you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut
your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will
reward you openly. – Matthew 6:1-6

Comments:
In verses 4 and 6, Jesus repeats that "...your Father who sees in secret will reward you.…"

Consider the following verses and reflect on what they say about how God wants us to anticipate
His rewards. Feel free to look them up and read more context for each if you like.

• “After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, saying, ‘Do not be
afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your exceedingly great reward.’” (Genesis 15:1)

• "The LORD repay your work, and a full reward be given you by the LORD God of Israel,
under whose wings you have come for refuge.” (Ruth 2:12)

• “[The prophet Oded said to King Asa,] be strong and do not let your hands be weak, for
your work shall be rewarded!" (2 Chronicles 15:7)

• “The wicked man does deceptive work, but he who sows righteousness will have a sure
reward.” (Proverb 11:18)

• “And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one
according to his work.’ (Revelation 22:12)

• “Look to yourselves, that we do not lose those things we worked for, but that we may
receive a full reward.” (2 John 1:8)

• “And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that from
the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ.” 
(Colossians 2:23-24)

Questions for Reflection:
• There are many, many more verses that speak of this matter. Look in your concordance

or do a web search (biblegateway.com <http://biblegateway.com> ) for the word
"reward". 

• Do you marvel at God's generosity and that he has designed us to love Him as our
reward, and he promises his rewards in advance?

Prayer Points for Today:
• Pray for God to create in you a joyful, guiltless expectation of His pleasure and reward. 
• Pray for wisdom and humility to love more freely...because it is for freedom that Christ has

set us free! (Galatians 5:1)
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WEEK 5: DAY 3                                                                                              SIR ROBERT BURBRIDGE

Today’s Reading Section: 1“Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds before men, to
be seen by them. Otherwise you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 2Therefore, when
you do a charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory from men. Assuredly, I say to you, they
have their reward. 3But when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand know what your
right hand is doing, 4that your charitable deed may be in secret; and your Father who sees in
secret will Himself reward you openly. – Matthew 6:1-4

Comments:
God has designed us for reward. He doesn't say that reward only comes to those who do their
charitable deeds in secret; rather, He says:

When you do a charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet before you as the hypocrites do in the
synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory from men. Assuredly, I say to you, they
have their reward.

God meets us at our desires and works with us there. Those whose desire from charity is praise
and reward from men receive their reward!  But God has promised us:

Delight yourself in the LORD and he will give you the desires of your heart. (Psalm 37:4)

He isn't seeking to remove our desires for reward, He's seeking to purify those desires by helping
us to delight in Him.

Either way, your charitable deeds are rewarded. We can give and love without fear, because we
have a God who is good, gentle, and generous.

Think about what it means to delight in the Lord. What did God mean when He said to Abraham
"I am your exceedingly great reward"? (Genesis 15:1). How is God your "exceedingly great
reward"? 

Pray for God to help you delight in Him, and pray for the freedom to love without fear.

Questions for Reflection:
• Here's a dangerous question: When you donate money to charity, do you report it to the

IRS? Why? Are your motives pure? 

• Are you doing it for the monetary reward? 

Prayer Points for Today:
• Pray for God to reveal you to yourself, so that you may see even as you are seen. 
• Pray for God to reveal to you His will for your finances. 
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WEEK 5: DAY 4                                                                                              SIR ROBERT BURBRIDGE

Today’s Reading Section: 3But when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand know
what your right hand is doing, 4that your charitable deed may be in secret; and your Father who
sees in secret will Himself reward you openly. – Matthew 6:3-4

Comments:
When you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so
that your charitable deed may be in secret; and your Father … will Himself reward you openly.

The secret deed is rewarded openly. What does it mean to be rewarded openly? Why does God
reward us openly, rather than in secret? What does that say about how God designed us and how
he treats us?

Think about what it means not to let your left hand know what your right hand is doing. We
already know that it's not the secrecy that's important, but the motivations and delights of the
heart. How does that relate to the "left-hand, right-hand" idea? 

Questions for Reflection:
• What's the connection between double-mindedness and Jesus's injunction not to let your

left hand know what your right hand is doing? If someone is earnestly seeking God
without seeking glory or reward from men, does he need to make sure his left hand
doesn't know what his right hand is doing? 

• James says that those who ask and doubt are "double-minded" (James 6-8). Is it the same
kind of double-mindedness as the one in the believer who desires reward from both God
and men? Does James's cautionary advice hold true here as well, that such a person
should not "suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double-minded
man, unstable in all his ways."  (James 7-8)

Prayer Points for Today:
• Pray that God gives you the purity of heart to desire Him fully and believe that He will. 
• Pray that you are not double-minded and unstable in your desires, but that you "love the

Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and
with all your mind and love your neighbor as yourself." (Luke 10:27)
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WEEK 5: DAY 5                                                                                              SIR ROBERT BURBRIDGE

Today’s Reading Section: 5“And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites. For they
love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the corners of the streets, that they may be seen
by men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. 6But you, when you pray, go into your
room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and your
Father who sees in secret will reward you openly. – Matthew 6:5-6

Comments:
Prayer isn't a charitable act, but it receives as much attention as "charitable deeds" teaching. 
Jesus is sure to let us know that both "charitable deeds" and "prayers" offered with the desire for
human reward are equally dangerous, robbing us of our God-intended reward from Himself.

In fact, it is not just prayer, but a few verses later, Jesus teaches similarly about fasting as well. 
The contrast is not simply between "charitable deeds" and "prayer," but rather between
"charitable deeds" and "religious deeds!"

Additional Study
• Ask God to show you any areas of your life in which you are primping your charitable or

religious actions for public approval. 

• Ask Him to show you any impure motivations and to purify your heart. 

• Ask Him to give you freedom from revering people and craving their praise or approval. 
Believe that He will! 

Prayer Points for Today:
• Pray for God to grow you in humility. 
• Learn to unmask your own weaknesses, imperfections, and sin before others. 
• Pray for God to show you that it's not your place to maintain your public image, but

rather His role to use you as He will, and for you to delight in Him.
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Week Six

Matthew 6:7-15

Jim Reklis
Staff Pastor
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WEEK 6: DAY 1                                                                                                                    JIM REKLIS

Today’s Reading Section: 7"And when you pray, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles
do, for they think that they will be heard for their many words. 8Do not be like them, for your
Father knows what you need before you ask him. 9Pray then like this:

 "Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.10Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven.11Give us this day our daily bread,12and forgive us our debts, as we also have
forgiven our debtors.13And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.14For if you forgive
others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, 15but if you do not forgive
others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses." – Matthew 6:7-15

Comments:
The verses we are looking at this week contain some of the most known and prayed portions of
the Bible. They may also be the most transforming verses to your personal prayer life if you let
them sink in. So I encourage you look at them with fresh eyes and an open heart.

After instructing us about not praying for show, to look good in front of others, Jesus now turns
our attention to how we approach God in prayer. In this section He is going to challenge how we
view God, what we think about His character, His will and purpose and His care for us. Every
time I read this I am struck with how easily I forget what God is really like.

First, how not to relate to God in prayer: “When you pray, do not heap up empty phrases as the
Gentiles do, for they think that they will be heard for their many words. Do not be like them, for
your Father knows what you need before you ask him.” The pagans or Gentiles prayed to gods
who were idols or myths in their religions. The way people prayed to them was to constantly
repeat phases with no real meaning. They prayed to a “God”, who could not hear them because it
is impersonal, made of stone or wood. They prayed repetitiously because they did not believe the
gods were listening or had any personal care for them or were aware of their circumstances.
Listen to what Jesus says about how we should pray, “Don’t be like them!” Why? Because your
heavenly father is not anything like these other so called gods. So don’t pray empty phrases
repeated over and over because you think God is not listening or doesn’t care. You are wrong!
And this kind of prayer will get you nothing.

So how do we relate to God in prayer? First, He is a personal God who hears our prayers and is
listening to our cry. In fact, He patiently waits for us to come to Him and lift our voice to Him.
You can repeat yourself because of your own feelings of desperation, but not to get his attention.
You already have it. Secondly, He cares about us and what we are going through in life. He even
knows everything about your situation before your first prayer is uttered! God is the fount of all
blessing and is glorified when we come to Him to receive from His hand of grace.
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Questions for Reflection:
• When you pray, do you think of God as being personal, listening to you and caring about

you? Or do you view Him as indifferent and detached and unaware of you or your needs?

• Listen to yourself pray and then ask yourself – am I trying to inform God of my problems
or looking to Him for my needs? What do my words in prayer reveal about whom I am
praying to?

Prayer Points for Today:
• Ask God to transform your prayer life, by giving you a fresh revelation of who we are

praying to and what to expect from Him.
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WEEK 6: DAY 2                                                                                                                    JIM REKLIS

Today’s Reading Section: "9Pray then like this: ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your
name.10Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.11Give us this day our
daily bread,12and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.13And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.’ " – Matthew 6:9-13

Comments:
Read over what we call the Lord’s Prayer. Read it slowly and let each phrase settle in your mind
and heart before you read the next.

Why is this prayer important? First, it is not necessarily a prayer, but a prayer map. In these four
concise verses, Jesus is outlining the whole of our prayer life. Have you ever wondered what to
pray about, what is God wanting and even waiting for us to bring to Him in prayer? What kind of
prayer life is God looking for in us? It’s all right here. A life that is incorporating the six areas
that Jesus outlines. These form the foundation of our prayer life. Pray from these and you receive
every good and perfect gift from the Father of lights (James 1:17). You’ll experience what Jesus
talks about in John 14, when He says to ask for anything in my name and I will do it for you so
my Father may be glorified.

There is implied in Jesus’ words, “pray then like this…,” that this is the correct way to pray, not a
prayer itself, but a pattern of prayer, prayer points that will encompass your life. Implicit then, is
that God hears and answers prayers of this kind. When we frame our prayer life from these
verses, we grow in confidence with God. It’s not a magic wand. It is the way Jesus prayed, taught
His disciples to pray and in these verses He is teaching us to pray.

Isn’t it helpful and kind of God to give us guidance on what and how to pray to Him! We would
be like the pagans running our mouths with empty words if Jesus had not given us this help. Now
it’s up to us to use it.

Get ready to let Jesus to teach you about real prayer, prayer God wants from us, prayer He will
answer. It’s all in these four verses. Memorize them, meditate on them, pray them, but more
importantly, let them guide you into a deep and rich prayer life.

Questions for Reflection:
• How do you pray? What do you spend most of your time in praying asking God for?

• After thinking about these verses, what areas are you not bringing to God? What is
missing in your prayer life from these foundational points?

• Do you have a daily time(s) of prayer?  Do you also have times during the day when you
go to God spontaneously?

• How will you incorporate this prayer guide into your prayer life?

Prayer Points for Today:
• Ask Jesus to teach you to pray. Wait on Him; meditate on His words. Ask Him for ways

to grow in your prayer life.
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WEEK 6: DAY 3                                                                                                                    JIM REKLIS

Today’s Reading Section: "9Pray then like this: ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your
name.10Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven’". – Matthew 6:9-10

Comments:
There are six prayer points, areas to petition God, in the Lord’s Prayer. These can also be divided
into two groups. The first three focus on God’s preeminence, His being supreme, above all and
sovereign over all things. The second three focus on our personal needs. Today we’ll look at the
first three.

Our Father in Heaven – This is so radical and unique. We have a God who is personal, intimate,
caring, full of power and authority and loving. His preferred title to be called is father or papa.
Can you catch this! He is your father who looks after you and is in charge. Imagine going to such
a one in prayer every day. You can tell Him anything because of who He is: loving and powerful.

Hallowed be your name – In the Bible God sets apart His name as special and to be honored and
revered. He wraps everything about Himself around His name. We’re told that using His name
wrongly, in vain, or treating it as unholy and not special, is sin. But when we make his name holy,
set apart as special to us and worthy and above all other names we come into a right relationship
and understand of who we are praying to. Our father, unlike any other person, deserves our full
honor, respect and worship.

Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Ever wonder why things are
so bad on planet earth? Because God’s will and kingdom are not being followed by most people.
God’s will and kingdom operate perfectly in heaven. Your prayer life is meant to bring that into
your realm here on earth. God is not a cosmic butler waiting to make our lives comfortable and
better. Rather He is ruling over the earth through the prayers of His children. Through those
prayers He will bring His kingdom authority and purpose on earth, into your life. As John says,
everything we ask according to His will, He hears and we will have the requests we ask of Him.
(1 John 5:14-15) This is the starting point of asking for anything from God: His will, His
kingdom. His word is full of revelation of what that is, so using his word to pray is a helpful part
of this prayer exercise.

Questions for Reflection:
• How would it help your prayer life if you first reflected and acknowledged who God is

and what He is like?

• Think about God, His attributes, qualities. Think of how God gave us His name in both
the Old and New Testaments. Can you see how God is involved in your life and what that
involvement could mean? If God is loving, powerful, merciful, all knowing, just,
etc…what could praying to Him change in you and for you?

Prayer Points for Today:
• Pray first a prayer of adoration and worship to who God is. Bless Him and set Him apart

above all else in your heart. Then ask Him to bring His will and His kingdom into your
life, all that concerns you. Pray what you know He has revealed in His word about His
will for your life.
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WEEK 6: DAY 4                                                                                                                    JIM REKLIS

Today’s Reading Section: 11Give us this day our daily bread,12and forgive us our debts, as we
also have forgiven our debtors.13And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil…
–Matthew 6:11-13

Comments:
I find it both interesting and convicting what Jesus considers our needs. His list is simple and only
three main points: physical sustenance, relational health and protection from evil. Perhaps you
find yourself, like me, pretty consumed with the first one and how it affects my life, and less
aware of my need for relationships and the battle against my own and others souls. Is there a
conspiracy to keep us from getting all we need from God by keeping us focused on only a portion
of what He has purposed to give to us? As I read Scripture I’m convinced that the physical
provision is the easiest and almost automatic with God. He feeds the whole world everyday, what
are we worried about! But, we have to get a bit more engaged to go to Him and do our part in
relationships and fighting evil. Let’s look at these three.

Give us this day our daily bread – read Proverbs 30:7-9 to see where Jesus picked up this phrase
and thought. It’s easy to forget who supplies us with food, water, air, etc. A cornerstone of our
prayer life is to both recognize and pray for provision from God. He wants us to connect our daily
provision with His providential care. We aren’t paid daily, nor do most of us go and buy
provisions daily with what we earn each day. But we can connect with His providential care each
day. He gives you the power to earn money, the skills to perform your job, the paycheck to buy
groceries, pay your rent and light bill as well as enjoy a dinner out or a vacation. He wants you to
recognize that it all comes from Him and that He can supply all our needs. So ask! Don’t hesitate
to ask for any and every need you have, day by day. He’s generous and giving. He isn’t poor or
stingy. So don’t pray like He is!

Forgiveness – given and received. The same way we will perish without food, our souls will
shrivel and die without receiving and giving forgiveness. It is the great cancer of the human heart
that eats away inwardly causing great hurt and pain. Condemnation and shame are harsh masters
that weary our hearts and dry up our souls. Forgiveness that flows from the Father, unearned, but
a gift, will make your heart free, full of life and able to enjoy God and others. Out of a forgiven
heart flows forgiveness for others. At least it should. So each day we are instructed to ask for,
receive, and give forgiveness: daily keeping our accounts clear with God and with each other. Oh
what a difference it will make!

Protection from evil – this comes in two parts. The first is protection from our own tendency to
fall into temptation and sin. The second is being delivered from evil itself. The first will help the
second in many ways. When we resist sin, fight temptation by God’s grace and help, we are also
closing the door to the many ways Satan will inflict us with his evil schemes. So in some ways we
are our own worst enemy. Jesus instructs us to ask for help in resisting and avoiding sin that
comes from our own hearts. God never leads people into temptation, so He is referring to us
being led by ourselves. It’s as if we pray, “God don’t let me get what I want when my heart steps
away from you. In fact, keep me from going that way, down that path.” When we regularly pray
this, we become more aware of where our battles lie and how we can resist them by God’s grace.
When we think this is no longer necessary, we are likely to begin a drift toward subtle
temptations that can grow over time. Don’t go there! Besides this we are also to see the powers of
evil present in our age. We live in a fallen world, evil is real and at work around us. God is
greater and we need His protection. Perhaps we are naïve to the battle within and without. Jesus
points us to prayer that engages our hearts that has eternal significance for ourselves and others.
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Questions for Reflection:
• Think about these three areas of need we are to be asking God for. Where do you spend

most of your time and energy asking for His help?

• Which area(s) are you neglecting?

• How is your relational health when it comes to receiving and giving forgiveness? Are you
fighting the good fight of faith over sin and evil?

• What is your weakest link and how should you pray for protection in regard to it?

Prayer Points for Today:
• Acknowledge God as your provider. Now ask BIG! What do you need?
• If you suffer from shame and condemnation, go afresh to the God who forgives you

freely, let Him wash you and cleanse you and free you. Your are His child, fully
pardoned and forgiven. Ask Him to help you receive.

• If there is someone you haven’t forgiven, do so today.
• Pray for God’s grace to resist temptation and sin and for His protection for any plan of

evil in yours and others’ lives.
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WEEK 6: DAY 5                                                                                                                    JIM REKLIS

Today’s Reading Section: 14For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will
also forgive you, 15but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive
your trespasses. – Matthew 6:14-15

Comments:
“Ok, what exactly is Jesus saying here? Is He saying God won’t forgive me if I don’t forgive
other people? Wait a minute I thought salvation is a gift, unearned for sinners. Sounds like He is
double minded.”

Well, that is what I thought the first time I read this. These are troubling words from Jesus – but,
not to be misunderstood either. When you take a section like this, you also have to read
corresponding verses that deal with the same topic, in this case forgiveness. If these were the only
verses on forgiveness, we’d be in trouble! But they aren’t. Let’s just go to one other section that
spells this out clearly, Matthew 18:21-35. Read it and apply it to these verses in Matthew 6:14-15.
You’ll see more clearly what Jesus is saying about forgiveness and unforgiveness.

First, we all need forgiveness from God to be right with Him. We all have a debt we cannot pay,
but God accepts Christ’s payment on our behalf. We are cleared of all our debt freely! Another
term for this is ‘justified.’ We were guilty in our sin, but God justifies us by laying our guilt on
Christ. The just for the unjust. We are not self-justified, but justified by someone else’s
righteousness: Christ’s. It cost someone, just not you.

Now, being so justified and forgiven, debt free with God, how can we not forgive others? This is
Jesus’ point. If you want to play judge on who owes who, then you apparently did not get what
God did for you, if you won’t forgive others.

This is serious business with God. Of all the six points He adds emphasis to in the Lord’s prayer,
He focuses strongly on forgiving others. Believers are inexcusable for not forgiving others. We
who received such mercy and pardon from God, have no right to hold others in judgment for
anything they do to us. Unforgiveness is a grievous sin to God. It tramples on His abundant
mercy and makes light of it, counts it cheap. We act like we know how to judge people, when in
reality we are in no place to do so, only God can.

This is the essence of forgiveness. It is not saying nothing wrong was done. It is saying I won’t
hold it against this person, I won’t be their judge. Why? Because God will do that for me either
by helping them come into his forgiveness or judging them in due time.

Unforgiveness is a prison of your own soul and the soul of others. God has worked to set you
free, so for Christ’s sake, live free by forgiving anyone who needs it. Christ did so when all had
deserted Him. He can help you do the same.
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Questions for Reflection:
• Who are you struggling to forgive? Name them, write it down. Now read over Matthew

18:21-35 again. Can you see what God is asking of you? Yes, they owe you, but you
don’t need to hold on, you can free them the same way you have been freed.

• Do you realize how great your own sin is to God? Not just your actions, but your
disposition to reject him and go your own way. Let it sink in, you have/had a massive
debt and God forgave it. Let his forgiveness work deep into your heart and mind.

• Is there someone you need to speak forgiveness to, or ask forgiveness from? Make a plan
to do it!

Prayer Points for Today:
• Pray for grace to receive more of God’s forgiveness for yourself and then to release it to

any and every one you need to.
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Week Seven

Matthew 6:16-24

Tom Riley
Kathy Riley

Quauhtli Olivieri
Erin Crossfield

Ron and Betsy Manilla

NOTE: This week’s portion of the Sermon on the Mount focuses on various spiritual disciplines.
The people listed above are people we believe exhibit great faithfulness in the spiritual disciplines
contained in their assigned portion of Scripture.  We hope you find their insights helpful and
challenging as we seek to live lives of faithfulness unto Jesus.
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WEEK 7: DAY 1                                                                                                                    TOM RILEY

Today’s Reading Section: !16"And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they
disfigure their faces that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have
received their reward. 17But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 18that your
fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees
in secret will reward you. – Matthew 6:16-18

Comments:
I like to think of myself as pretty special. And I think most other people do too. I like it when
people say nice things about me, and view me as an important person in their lives.

So I like to look good, clean, and wear clean clothes. This promotes the image that I’m trying to
project. The end of which is to be held in high regard.

It is no surprise to note in verse 16 that there were people who wanted to stand out, “to be noticed
by men when they are fasting.” In this case, they wanted everyone to see the terrific burden that
fasting for God was by neglecting their appearance. Look, look at me. This is such a troublesome
task, but never you mind, I’m sure I can do it. And gather the praise to themselves for their
obvious great faith. It is no surprise to see myself there too.

Jesus says fast in secret, not so that people will notice you, but so that “your Father who sees
what is done in secret will reward you.” Who gets the honor, the praise, and the glory if you fast
or do good deeds for the notice of men? God looks inward, and that is where I need to look in all
my actions, to become more like Him.

Questions for Reflection:
• Do you fast on a regular basis or at all?

• If these verses assume you are fasting, should we take it seriously?

• How can God reveal His glory in you by fasting?

• When will you participate in your next fast?

Prayer Points for Today:
• Dear Jesus, now I know how to pray. I would fast to remove distractions so that my

worship to You would be unhindered. Indeed, even more than fasting, but in all things,
let my thoughts be to Your Glory. Purify my motives, wash me with Your goodness,
anoint my head with understanding and awe. I am Yours. For You are my God, by Your
grace, for ever and ever, Amen.
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WEEK 7: DAY 2                                                                                                                KATHY RILEY

Today’s Reading Section: !16"And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they
disfigure their faces that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have
received their reward. 17But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 18that your
fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees
in secret will reward you.

 19"Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where
thieves break in and steal, 20but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth
nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also.

 22"The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of light,
23but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is
darkness, how great is the darkness!

 24"No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. – Matthew 6:16-24

Comments:
I love these words of Jesus. This spring marked the first time I noticed a particular notation for
clear in verse 22. “The lamp of the body is the eye; if therefore your eye is clear, your whole
body will be full of light.” In front of the word clear was a small “1,” and in the margin this note:
“Or, healthy.”

As God’s words will do, the notion of a “healthy eye” has lingered. I’ve been meditating on
healthy eyes and what they see of value, in contrast to unhealthy eyes and what they see or don’t
see of value.

Looking at what precedes Jesus’ words about a healthy eye, we hear Him issue warnings. It is as
if we are being taught the Detoxification Program for Sight at God’s Spa. An unhealthy eye
values practicing religious activities, prayer/fasting/giving, to be noticed by men. A healthy eye,
in contrast, sees the value of one-on-One time with the Father in an inner room with the door
shut, and activities that result from such intimacy.

Beware of  pride-infected activities that crave public recognition, Jesus warns.

The Doctor’s diagnosis is piercing. We begin seeing ourselves in light of His diagnosis. In His
mercy He lances the sin-stye and drains the pus. Spirit words of Scripture flow like water to
cleanse the eye through faith-accessed hearts.

By continuing life in Christ the Wholesome Seer, the way we see is transformed. His warnings
begin to take up residence where we were once looking for hollow human compliments. The
heart treasure of hallowed interaction with Jesus and the Father dislodges the fleeting reward of
human recognition.

From hollow to hallowed. From placing value on the recognition of others to treasuring the One
who recreated us in Christ. The riches of the Kingdom and its activities are captivating, and our
gaze is pulled away from distracting religious honors, to behold Jesus and see what He is seeing,
do what He is doing.
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Listen to the New Living Translation of a sister verse in Luke 11:34. It reads, “Your eye is a lamp
for your body. A pure eye lets sunshine into your soul. But an evil eye shuts out light and plunges
you into darkness.”

“A pure eye lets sunshine into your soul.” I see similarities in the processes of Vitamin D, its
operation activated by the sun to help our physical body absorb calcium more efficiently. Healthy
spiritual sight lets in sunshine vitamins from the King’s perspective. These function as a catalyst
in the heart to absorb other nutrients from God.

“His face was like the sun shining in its strength.” (Revelation 1:16) Let me encourage you to
bask in the warmth of His face shining on you. Let us step into the light of Jesus that is strong and
sure as stepping outside on a sunny day.

Questions for Reflection:
• What diseases of the eye come to mind when you think of an unhealthy eye?

• In what areas do you crave recognition?

• Chronic emotional pain may be a sign of bruised vision. Is there an area where you need
the healing touch of Jesus?

Prayer Points for Today:
• We ask You, Father, to bring to light the areas in our seeing that need health.  Apply

Your eye salve to heal what is unhealthy.  Let the vigorous life of Chris be manifested in
our vision through Kingdom activities.
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WEEK 7: DAY 3                                                                                                     QUAUHTLI OLIVIERI

Today’s Reading Section:  22 "The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your
whole body will be full of light, 23but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If
then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness! – Mathew 6:22-23

Comments:
Today’s passage mentions that the eyes are the lamp of the body, and depending on that, we are
either people full of light or full or darkness. However, this passage comes right after one in
which Jesus is talking about storing either treasure on earth or in Heaven—where the rust and
moth do not destroy. My thoughts go directly to the issue of idolatry that, as Christians living in
the 21st century, may come in the form of money, reputation, friendships, possessions, or even
how we manage our free time. This passage, on the light or darkness we become fixated on, deals
directly with this issue of idolatry: which, where from, and to what extent are these “influences”
pouring into my life, godly? Are there any things that immediately come to mind if I ask myself:
When I act out of anger, hatred, anxiety, stress, ego, pride, or lust, what are those things that are
influencing me—since it is obviously not God who is making you enter that train of thought? It is
here where we, God having brought us out of total darkness into His light, gives us the
opportunity between choosing to honor Him in the light, or getting lost in the darkness.

Seriously dwell on this thought: through our justification and sanctification in Jesus Christ, we
have been brought out of darkness and slavery into a state of freedom in which we have the
freedom of either dwelling in and honoring God, or taking a look back at our darkness from
before? We have no excuse for God has brought us to freedom.

Nevertheless, there are times we do become fixated on the dark spots of life rather than on Christ.
It is for those moments that God is graceful to once again restore us to Himself by looking at God
the Son and remembering what Jesus did at the cross. Of course, we must never forget that as
Christians, it is part of our walk to continue growing in the light, even if sometimes we take a
look back at the darkness, that the light of Christ may continue to grow in us day by day, moment
by moment. Think about it: if our fixation and our passion becomes Jesus, His Love, and His
Light, how much will the light of our lives shine? How much more will we be able to understand
and do in God?

Questions for Reflection:
• What are the things in my life I like to look back at and dwell on, knowing God is not

glorified in them? Is God maybe calling me to completely give something up to Him?

• How great is the light I am emitting right now? Am I giving fruit in my church
community or am I drying up and making other dry up with me?

• Today: have I looked back at the “darkness” today? Take note of it and pray about. It
probably isn’t the first time.
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Prayer Points for Today:
• May God show us those things and aspects of our lives that continue emitting darkness.
• That God may grant us a desire and passion to dwell in the character and thought process

of Christ.
• That God may convict us of our darkness and see how we can learn from the places we

have been.
• God, help us discern and be a blessing to those who are also struggling with darkness

similar to ours in our life.
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WEEK 7: DAY 4                                                                                                         ERIN CROSSFIELD

Today’s Reading Selection: 19Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth
and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20But store up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. – Matthew 6:19-21

Comments:
Scripture gives us a contrast in this passage: between money we store up for ourselves here on
earth to money we store up for ourselves in heaven.

What does it say about money here on earth?  Money here is not permanent. It can be damaged by
weather and moisture and creatures of nature. It can also be stolen by thieves. True, most of us
don’t store paper bills in a leaky box underground or in moth-invested closets. Nor do we carry
around briefcases full of all our worldly wealth, as a brazen target for thieves. Quite to the
contrary—we’ve done everything we can to keep our wealth secure. It is primarily computerized
ones and zeros, merely a record of our wealth kept in banking computer systems, which is
unlikely to rust, mildew, or be eaten by bugs. And we have passwords and log-in IDs and PIN
numbers, and other security mechanisms to make sure no one can steal it. And if our credit or
debit cards do get stolen, we have numbers we can call to freeze our accounts so the thieves can’t
steal all our money.

Despite all these efforts, even a cursory look at the wealth of the rich and famous or a momentary
glance at the ups and downs of the stock market show clearly that our wealth is not secure. It can,
and does, disappear. Even when we spend prudently and invest wisely, there is no guarantee that
the money we’ve managed to store up for ourselves will still exist in a month, or a year, or when
we intend to retire.

The care we take to keep our money safe, and the anxiety we get at the thought that it could
disappear … this all points out to us how extremely highly we value money, and to what
tremendous lengths we will go to in order to store up treasures here on earth. We are willing to do
a lot in order to accomplish exactly what this Scripture prohibits: “Do not store up for yourselves
treasures on earth.”

Please understand, Jesus is not saying that in order to obey this command we have to live poor as
a church mouse, cash in our retirement accounts, and abandon any money that happens to find its
way to us. This command “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth” is in specific
contrast to what we should be doing: instead of storing up money on earth, we should store it up
in heaven.

So, what does this passage say about treasures in heaven? That treasure is permanent. There’s no
way for it to disappear. Nature (moisture, moths) doesn’t try to destroy it. And it is impossible for
anyone to steal it away from us.

“Why should I choose to store up my wealth in heaven rather than on earth?” you may ask. And
God, ever so kindly, gives us an answer: where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
Our hearts do follow our money. And we want our hearts to be with Jesus, and secured safe in
His kingdom.

Our hearts do not do well if they are divided: half a heart here on earth following worldly wealth
and half a heart in heaven. In fact, they do very badly indeed. So we face an either/or choice:  will
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we store our treasures in heaven or on earth? We can’t have it both ways, storing up enough
treasures here on earth to make our stay here feel safe and storing up treasures in heaven.

On the other hand, the choice we face is an entirely different one.  Jesus didn’t say “Hey, I’m a
pretty wise guy who knows about wealth. Let me propose something to you… that you
considering investing in the kingdom of heaven rather than storing up wealth for yourselves on
earth. I think you’ll find it agrees with you.  You’ll have less stress and feel more connected to
God.” What He does say is:  “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth. Store up treasures
in heaven.” So my choice is – will I be obedient to His command?

Questions for reflection:
• Scripture says our hearts follow our money. So where is your money going? Check books

and online banking can give a clue. Or simply ask the One who knows: am I storing up
treasures on heaven or on earth?

• Where is my heart? Is it bound to the world? Is it rooted in heaven?

• The Grace Church leadership strongly encourages the members to make no mistake when
reading this verse: it is not primarily about good deeds. It is about money in earth and
money in heaven. How does this idea of money in heaven strike you? Is your heart in line
with your leaders on the issue of there being money in heaven? If not, what is the
appropriate course of action for you?

Prayer points for today:
• Increased alignment of my heart with God’s regarding money.
• A specific action I can take today to store treasures in heaven today.
• Humility to recognize ways that I have been storing up treasure on earth and not in

heaven.
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WEEK 7: DAY 5                                                                                           RON AND BETSY MANILLA

Today’s Reading Section: 24No one can serve two masters.  Either he will hate the one and
love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.  You cannot serve both
God and Money. – Matthew 6:24

Comments:
We all know it's true that:

• A person can root for two sports teams.
• Someone can have two favorite colors.
• A person can have two vacation spots he really likes.

However, everyone knows it's true that a man can't really have two wives.

Look back at verse 21, "Where your treasure is there your heart will be." Your heart is the center
of your being, the place where all you are and all you value comes together. You can't have two
hearts, and you can't have a divided heart. So a man can't have two wives and be married to them
in the way God intends marriage. How much more can we not serve God along with another god!

Jesus is not saying that you can't have money, can't earn it, can't save it. He is saying you can't
worship it. This gets tricky because the measure is not how much you have, but what's in your
heart. In fact, it is possible to be poor and still have a divided heart towards God and wealth.
Where I live, most people have far less money than the average American. When people learn I'm
an American, one of the first things they almost always ask is about how much money Americans
make and how Americans live. In ten years of living there, no one has ever asked me about
religious freedom.  Many people's hearts are focused first on the pursuit of wealth. God wants us
to seek him first (see 6:25).

At first this comforted me, "As long as the pursuit of wealth does not eclipse my desire to pursue
God, then I'm fine," I thought. Yet I've seen that it is not so simple to see into my heart.
Materialism is in the air in the US. The fact that nearly everyone I meet in Central Asia asks me,
as an American, about money shows the stronghold that hangs over our nation. We grow used to
materialism and don't feel it in our hearts. We need the perspective of Scripture and others to
open our eyes to see it in our hearts.

I don't lose heart, but realize I need help. And Jesus never turns away someone who comes to
Him for help. Jesus wants to bring us freedom. Because as we serve the one true master, we are
set free to be the awesome creations He has made us to be. Our wealth, submitted to Him,
becomes a tool for bringing Him glory, moving His kingdom forward, and even bringing joy to
us.
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Questions for Reflection:
• Look at your budget and see what it shows about priorities.

• Imagine if your resources were cut in half. Where is your heart drawn more for comfort –
to the half that remains or to God.

• Talk through these things with another believer this week and pray together. Don't try to
figure it all out yourself. We need each other to gain perspective. Let God lead you step
by step to freedom. He is on your side!

Prayer Points for Today:
• Ask God for insights into your heart for anywhere it is divided. If it is, ask him what to

do. He wants to see you free to be all he has created you to be.
• Pray for people in both Central Asia and the US to have their hearts drawn first to God

and pursuit of a relationship to him rather to the pursuit of wealth. Pray that we rely first
on God and not on wealth.
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Week Eight

Matthew 6:25-34

Matthew Brozowski
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WEEK 8: DAY 1                                                                                               MATTHEW BROZOWSKI
 
Today’s Reading Section: Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or
drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body
more important than clothes? – Matthew 6:25
 
Comments:
What is anxiety or worry? Where does it come from? How do we deal with it? Over the next
couple of days we're going to look at what Jesus had to say about it in his Sermon on the Mount.
Today we get an important clue about the source of worry. It may be hard to see because it is very
indirect but the clue lies in the word 'Therefore.'  

In the verses just before this, Jesus just finished explaining that it is impossible to serve two
masters and ends with “You can't serve both God and Money (wealth)” and then He follows with
this verse saying “Therefore do not worry.…” So how are these two verses related?  

The key point Jesus is making here is that the source of worry is reliance on something other than
God to meet your needs. This is what it mean to “serve” something. If you rely on money to meet
your needs than there is a constant worry that you won't have enough or you'll lose your source of
income. If you rely on a relationship to meet your needs, then you are filled with fear that the
relationship will be lost. If you are attempting to have your needs met through your position in the
corporate world, there is always the worry that someone else will get the promotion.

All of these things become sources of worry because when it comes down to it, they are
unreliable and unable to actually meet your needs. Only God is truly reliable and completely
aware of what needs you have. And as we shall see in the next couple of days, if you serve him
then he has promised to meet those needs.

Questions for Reflection:
• What are some things that worry you and what need do you have that they reflect?

• Who or what are you looking to meet these needs? 
 
 
Prayer Points for Today:

• Ask God to show you what truly worries you and repent of relying on something other
than Him to meet your needs.
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WEEK 8: DAY 2                                                                                               MATTHEW BROZOWSKI
 
Today’s Reading Section:  26Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in
barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than
they? 27Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life? – Matthew 6:26-27
 
Comments:
In this verse Jesus points out the total futility in trusting something other than God to meet the
needs of our lives and our body. First He points out God's gracious provision to the birds of the
air. They receive all they need from God without strings or requirements. Only His care and
concern for them is required to see that their needs are met.  

On the other hand what power does worry have? Verse 27 makes it clear that it has no power
whatsoever. But, if worry is the result of trusting OTHER than God to meet our needs, then Jesus
is pointing out here that those other sources are equally impotent. They can add neither an hour to
our life nor a cubit to our height.  

How truly foolish it is to place our trust in such powerless things.
 

Questions for Reflection:
• What are some of the things other than God that people put their trust in?

• Do they have any real power? If so where does the power they have come from? If not,
why do people trust in these things?

 
 
Prayer Points for Today:

• Pray for people you know who are trusting in something with no ability to meet their
needs. Ask God to show them where real provision comes from. 
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WEEK 8: DAY 3                                                                                               MATTHEW BROZOWSKI
 
Today’s Reading Section:  28"And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the
field grow. They do not labor or spin. 29Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was
dressed like one of these. 30If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today
and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?
–Matthew 6:28-30

Comments:
Both yesterday's reading and today's discuss how God provides for His creation. Both readings
have a similar statement saying some thing like, "If God provides for the birds and the lilies, how
much more will he provide for you who are so much more valuable."

I have often wondered what God thinks about animals and plants and the rest of his creation. God
clearly cares for them as He says in His comments in Jonah 4:10 where He references the cattle in
a city as part of the reason to be concerned about Nineveh.

The birds of the air and the lilies of the field are part of God's great masterpiece. They don't sin,
they don't reject God. They spend all of their lives glorifying Him and magnifying His name.
Their voices can be heard in every language as they testify to God's “eternal power and divine
nature” (Rom 1:20) as it talks about in Romans 1:20. How can He be anything but absolutely
pleased with these wonders of creation?

And yet, we are told here and in other places that we are much more valuable than them. God has
placed on us a value that far exceeds the other parts of his creation. We are truly important to
God. And Jesus uses that value ascribed to us as the reason for us to believe that God desires to
meet our needs. God desires to provide for us. God desires to have us rely on Him and Him alone
to meet the needs of our life and body. 
 

Questions for Reflection:
• Think about some of the things that you find very valuable. What would you do to ensure

the safety and well being of it?

• Do you realize how truly valuable you are to God? What do you think God would do for
you because of this?

• Have you always agreed with God about the value He has for you and for others? What
can you do to get in agreement with Him.

Prayer Points for Today:
• Ask God to show you in a practical way how much He values you. Also ask Him to

remind you of the value you have for others today.
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WEEK 8: DAY 4                                                                                               MATTHEW BROZOWSKI
 
Today’s Reading Section:  30If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today
and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31So
do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' 32For
the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them.  –
Matthew 6:30-32

Comments:
"O you of little faith." This is what Jesus calls us who worry. Early this week we said that the
source of worry was relying on something other than God to meet our needs. But what is worry
really? Worry is fear that rises up in us when we are uncertain that our needs or concerns will be
met. We worry that we aren't saving enough money because we are afraid we won't be able to
provide for ourselves later. We worry we won't get into the college we want to because we are
afraid that our hard work and grades have been insufficient.

Another way to say this is that worry is the fear that results from the lack of faith in that whom
we have trusted. This is the very reason that trusting in other than God produces worry. Other
thing are just not trustworthy and so lack of faith in them is appropriate. However, lack of faith in
God also results in worry.

Jesus called us “of little faith” because even though we know God we are still prone to worry.
Jesus compares us to the pagans or Gentiles and notes how they chase after these worldly things.
Comparing God's people to the Gentiles is a very strong comparison. How can God do other than
provide for His people if failing to do so makes Him seem no different than the gods of the
Gentiles. This means that God's interest in providing for us is related not only in OUR value but
in HIS infinite value as well.

Due to our lack of faith, God at times seems weak. I am sure there are many who believe that they
don't need God because of our own worry and lack of faith. We say God has the answer but we
still lack faith and look to others for provision.

Questions for Reflection:
• How has your own lack of faith prevented you from receiving God's provision?

• Have you ever allowed your lack of faith to cause God to look bad?
 

Prayer Points for Today:
• Ask God to forgive you for times you've failed to trust Him. Ask him to show you new

ways to trust Him.
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WEEK 8: DAY 5                                                                                               MATTHEW BROZOWSKI
 
Today’s Reading Section:  33But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these
things will be given to you as well. 34Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will
worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.  – Matthew 6:33-34

Comments:
Finally! Here's is the answer we've been alluding to all week. A promise from Jesus Himself! If
we seek first His kingdom and His righteousness then we will be given all these other things as
well! This is great. We now have a promise from God Himself that He will meet our needs if we
seek first. This is the promise that allows us to be free from worry because it says that we are able
to fully trust God to provide for us.

So, what does it mean then to seek first His kingdom and His righteousness. If we can do those
things then we may trust in God's provision. The kingdom of God is defined as the territory
subject to the rule of God. This means that we must be seeking to be a place where God rules. We
must be submitted to what He wants from us and what He desires.  

Righteousness is defined to mean the condition acceptable to God. By seeking His righteousness
we are seeking to be in a condition that is acceptable to Him. Both of these conditions go back to
what we talked about on the first day. We must serve God rather than money or others. We serve
Him by seeking to be in right standing with Him and to obey Him. As we do this God promised
to meet our needs.
 

Questions for Reflection:
• What changes can you make in your life today that would allow you to trust Him to meet

your needs rather than trying to meet them yourself?

• Make a plan based on Philippians 4:6-7 for each area of worry you encountered this week
to seek God in prayer and have him show you how you can trust Him.

 

Prayer Points for Today:
• Praise God for His great and precious promises and thank Him for providing for your

needs
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Week Nine

Matthew 7:1-12

DeWayne Watson
Family Life Pastor
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WEEK 9: DAY 1                                                                                                      DEWAYNE WATSON

Today’s Reading Section: "1Judge not, that you be not judged. 2For with the judgment you
pronounce you will be judged, and with the measure you use it will be measured to you. –
Matthew 7:1-2

Comments:   
Jesus starts this new part of His message with, if you’ll allow the metaphor, guns blazing! He puts
the crosshairs on the theocratic officials and pulls the verbal trigger while making sure we know
that we can easily take the same kind of self-righteous and arrogant posture that makes the robed
and ready “spiritual leaders” of His day so distasteful.

We know that the warning for the Pharisees only pushed them deeper into their hatred of Jesus
surely because judging the wayward was their business and business was very good. With great
pride they took the law in their hands and with all their wisdom dictated as oracles the word of
God as if they had risen above the lowly humans over whom they felt they had been placed.

As we look back through the lenses of mercy and grace the Pharisees really seem bewilderingly
foolish. Children in churches all over the world continue to sing, “I don’t want to be a Pharisee”.
Now, having said all of that I know that you and I are regularly tempted to assume the role of
magisterial judge as we watch the lives and actions of the people around us. When we give in to
that temptation we are placing ourselves in the same line of fire that those guys in Matthew 7:1
did. According to Jesus in verse 2 we will be judged by the same rules and standards we apply to
those around us and that judgment will all come from the all powerful and perfect Creator of the
universe.

We are well within our rights as Christ followers to recognized sin, point it out, and be a part of
the restoration process in the lives of our Christian and even non Christian friends. But we may
only do so as equals. We are subject to one another. The moment I take the judge’s seat and grab
the gavel I am assuming God’s role as final authority. I should be mindful, as He is taking note,
that I have reckoned my judgment to be as good as His, so He will use it, verse 2a, to judge me.

Finally in verse 2b we get to be righteous and generous with mercy. We have been given a grand
and incalculable measure of mercy and are expected to pay that mercy forward. Should we
choose to use an unfair balance, which requires more from an errant brother, or sister than God
has required from us, we can surely expect the measure He requires of us to increase as well. The
glorious reverse is realizing that as we mimic God’s voluminous offering of mercy to anyone who
needs it we are only setting ourselves up for greater mercy as we go on living, stumbling, falling
and getting up again, which is wonderful!

Questions for Reflection:
• Have you taken on the privilege of judging others from a place of authority and in God’s

place?

• For whom have you been a judge when you should have been a righteous friend?

• How would God have you correct your misstep?

Prayer Points for Today:
• Humility, Faith for others, Mercy, Kindness, Thankfulness, Grace.
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WEEK 9: DAY 2                                                                                                      DEWAYNE WATSON

Today’s Reading Section: "3Why do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not
notice the log that is in your own eye? 4Or how can you say to your brother, 'Let me take the
speck out of your eye,' when there is the log in your own eye? 5You hypocrite, first take the log
out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother's eye. –
Matthew 7:3-5

Comments:
These verses always sting me just a little. I can read the verses from yesterday and wag my finger
at those mean old Pharisees. I can also think of the people in my life that have been particularly
harsh in judging me and in doing so I can take the spotlight off of myself. Then Jesus, with all the
loving and gentle concern of a bulldozer, looks me straight in the eye finds a log there and points
out that I have been fussing about the speck of saw dust I see in the eye of my sibling in Christ.

He’s so good at that! I know that goes without saying, but what a wonderful way for the Great I
Am to make clear to His creation how He feels about the way we sometimes treat each other. The
speck/log metaphor is spectacularly good and timeless because we all know how true it is and can
easily relate unless we choose not to, which would be ridiculous because it applies to all of us.

Verses 3 and 4 are slightly comical as Jesus draws a picture in the minds of the crowd around
Him and in our minds today. Right now as you’re reading this He is standing beside you and
smiling with that moment on the Mount of Olives, forever etched in His eternal being. Don’t we
do just what He is describing? We have our own hurts, habits, and hang-ups, if I may borrow
from Celebrate Recovery, and yet we are quick to think of our problems as insignificant when
compared to the failings we observe in our friends. Is that not hypocrisy defined? We’re all
messed up and would be utterly hopeless without the grace that has been extended to us through
Christ.

After Jesus finishes setting us up a bit with a twinkle-eyed smirk, He takes a breath and then
declares to us what we should be thinking even as we hope He doesn’t say it “YOU
HYPOCRITE!” Ouch! There’s no hiding from it or even trying to deny it. He’s right! I have to
get the crud out of my life and the log out of my eye before I can see clearly enough to lovingly
help a brother or sister who is struggling with their Christian existence and I can only do so with
His help. Jesus never had a speck, and certainly never had a log so He, with absolute authority,
invites us to come to Him to set ourselves straight and then He will help us help others. It’s not
that we’re not useful, not at all! We simply need to recognize our limitations and shortcomings
and ask the Holy Spirit to take out His giant tweezers to clear our sight. Then we can help with
the specks we see in the eyes and lives around us.

Questions for Reflection:
• Is there a “log” in my eye that I am ignoring?

• Am I remaining open the Holy Spirit and His conviction about my shortcomings?

• Am I letting guilt for forgiven sin actually be the thing that is holding me back?

Prayer Points for Today:
• Guilt, Mercy, Humility, Sympathy, Clear Self-image.
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WEEK 9: DAY 3                                                                                                      DEWAYNE WATSON

Today’s Reading Section: "Do not give dogs what is holy, and do not throw your pearls before
pigs, lest they trample them underfoot and turn to attack you. – Matthew 7:6

Comments:
Jesus takes a quick turn here it seems, but doesn’t stray from the topic at hand. We’ve just
decided from the previous verses that we should not judge our brothers and sisters because we
have faults of our own that prevent us from being able to truly judge them fairly. Now we are
offered a scenario in which we might decide that someone we could reach out to with true
Christian charity is in fact a dog or worse a pig. That’s pretty tough!

This is soft ground on which we should tread carefully, but the hard truth is that there are people
who are rabid haters of Christ and the cross. They are happy to make themselves known and stand
in plain view relishing every opportunity they are given to defame the Christian faith, sound
doctrine, truth and the realities of grace, mercy, and salvation through Christ. Jesus called these
people dogs surely because the kind of opposition and mischief we can expect from them might
well also come from the most obstinate of canines.

They are not, and this will seem very harsh, worthy of the glorious and transformative gospel
from which we gain abundant and eternal life. We could waste precious time endeavoring to
reach the unreachable while ignoring those with spirits primed by the Holy Spirit to receive the
truth.  Let me point out again that I said they “stand in plain view.” We will know them by their
vehement attacks, and not have to wonder whether or not they might be open to the gospel.

We should then prayerfully be able to discover that their hatred of the truth would only lead them
to take and mutilate it, that is trample it underfoot like a pig, and then turn and attack us with a
satanically altered version of the very truth we love and have endeavored to share. Its hard to
calculate how these words of Jesus can even exist with all we know about His mercy and grace
until we take a look at His judgment in the Old Testament and the coming judgment at the end of
the age. He has and will turn people over to their evil selves and having done so will have nothing
else to do with them.  In verse 6 of Matthew chapter 7 he demands that we do the same.

Should we go on praying for those very lost among us? Absolutely! We cannot know what God
might do, but we must do so at arms length lest the poison that stains their spiritual garments
finds its way onto us.

Questions for Reflection:
• Am I relieved to have this news, or is my heart broken?

• With whom am I engaged in an unwinable spiritual tug of war?

• Is the Holy Spirit propelling me to reach someone in particular, or is it my own pride?

Prayer Points for Today:
• Discernment, Righteous Indignation, Passion for the Lost.
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WEEK 9: DAY 4                                                                                                      DEWAYNE WATSON

Today’s Reading Section: 7Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it
will be opened to you. 8For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the
one who knocks it will be opened. 9Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give
him a stone? 10Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? 11If you then, who are evil, know
how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give
good things to those who ask him! – Matthew 7:7-11

Comments:
What a great change of pace for today! Promise after promise as Jesus looks you and me in the
eye and says, “My Father loves you and He has everything you need with leftovers. Just ask.”
It’s so good and comforting to know that we are the children of He who is the very best father in
every way.

We have all been in need. I mean real need. The kind that causes you to ache inside, that steals
your peace, and gives way to fear and doubt. You may be in that place today as were some of the
people listening to Jesus on the side of the hill that day. I wonder if He looked at that sad woman,
peering into her very soul, as He said, “Ask.” Did His gaze fall on the face of a gentleman in the
crowd that was in distress as He proclaimed, “it will be given to you?” We will not be left
without, we won’t be left wandering, nor will we be left out in the cold anytime that we turn to
God, and let me just say that we should go to Him first, fast, and always.

Jesus doubles down, if you will, and asks we parents if we would give our child a rock to eat
when they need bread, or a snake when a fish is required to complete a meal. Of course no loving
parent would do these things (Bear Grylls might feed his sons a snake now and then) and neither
will God treat us with such disdain. He reminds us that we are ultimately evil and we still know
how to give good things. I think its funny that He just said that to the crowd in passing “you, who
are evil” but of course He’s right! We are evil and manage to do good things. God is completely
perfect and as such is the perfect father in heaven to ask for all things.

These ideas are so simple and straightforward, but we can be so guilty of going to God last.
Perhaps it’s pride, or fear that keeps us from seeking His help right away. Maybe it’s doubt
(which He dislikes a great deal) that prevents our heart from turning to Him. Whatever the reason
might be, we do ourselves a great disservice by not asking for God’s help, seeking His direction
and knocking on the doors of opportunity that He places before us. He has great things in store
for you. Don’t hold back! Get them!

Questions for Reflection:
• With what should I be asking for God’s help?

• What is holding me back?

Prayer Points for Today:
• Grace, Trust, Humility, Help, Hunger for more.
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WEEK 9: DAY 5                                                                                                      DEWAYNE WATSON

Today’s Reading Section: "So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them,
for this is the Law and the Prophets. – Matthew 7:12

Comments:
Finally today we land on the Golden Rule. You may very well have learned it when you were a
child and had no idea that it was in the Bible, never mind that Jesus Himself spoke it. It’s so
remedial to living the Christian life, but is often the last rule we think of when making a decision
be it well thought out, or snap.

A great man and friend summed it up this way; “The golden rule isn’t just not doing things to
others you wouldn’t want them to do to you, but is proactively doing what you know is right. It’s
the difference between just obeying traffic laws and not breaking the speed limit, and stopping to
help a driver in need. It isn’t only behaving, but thinking of ways to bless those around us. The
difference is in the letter of the law and the spirit of it. It is the law of the Spirit of life.” (Will
McFarlane)

It is indeed following Jesus’ example and laying our lives down, so that others don’t have to. The
entire law, which is enormous and glorious, exists and all the prophets before Jesus lived to move
us to simply put others first by treating them the way we wish to be treated.

Songs and poems have been written, books have been penned, and thousands, perhaps millions of
sermons have been prepared and given to try to get Matthew 7:12 into our collective psyche and
behavior. With today’s devotional I would like to add to that deluge of encouragement and ask
you to put yourself second today and proactively make up your mind to do someone else some
good. Ask for the opportunity to show kindness to someone (the opportunity is coming even if
you don’t ask) and then follow through.

It could be random, or well planned out. Just go for it today. You’ll love it and might even
become addicted to it. Then before you know it you won’t be able to stop yourself.
Amen.

Questions for Reflection:
• Do I live out this Golden Rule daily?

• What is holding me back if I don’t?

• To whom have I not shown kindness simply because I haven’t been paying attention?

• Am I really ready to do this?

• Whose getting it first?!

Prayer Points for Today:
• Selflessness, Opportunities to be Extroverted,  Compassion
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Week Ten

Matthew 7:13-20

Will McFarlane
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WEEK 10: DAY 1                                                                                                     WILL MCFARLANE

Today’s Reading Section: "13Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy
that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are many. 14For the gate is narrow and the
way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few. " – Matthew 7:13-14

Comments:
We’re following someone who came into a culture that was stuck—religiously and
politically—and walked as one not bound by normalcy (or actually showed what a normal life in
God would look like). He looked like a rule breaker, yet never violated anything godly. Walking
against the flow is never easy. Luke’s account of this verse (Lk.13:24) tells us to strive to enter
the narrow gate—the word in Greek meaning agonize. It’s worth the struggle to break out of the
bondage of being accepted by the masses, to enter into a relationship that transcends. The
beautiful thing is the reward that awaits on the other side of that gate.

Questions for Reflection:
• Do I really want to be accepted so much that I would risk gaining the world and losing

my soul?

Prayer Points for Today:
• Lord, I can be so weak at times, and I ask for strength to walk in the place you’ve called

me. Help me to be bold when called for, gentle when necessary, and give me the wisdom
to know the timing on each. You’ve set me in this time and place, so help me to leave a
deposit of Your life by breaking out of the systematic ruts I can so easily get stuck in.
One day at a time. Thank you.
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WEEK 10: DAY 2                                                                                                     WILL MCFARLANE

Today’s Reading Section: "15Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing but
inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from
thornbushes, or figs from thistles?" – Matthew 7:15-16

Comments:
It’s always hard to want to believe that someone who calls themselves your brother or sister could
be a false prophet, but they’re out there. There are many who are involved in the church for
selfish gain, rather than the love of God, and some are simply deceived, but either way, they’re
there. The wonderful truth is that you will recognize them. Discernment is a gift from God that is
available to every believer, and all you must do is ask. Many times it starts working even before
you ask, because the Spirit within you is not bearing witness to what’s being said or done. Here’s
an opportunity to enter through the narrow gate, and not fall in to the seduction. Simply look at
the fruit.

Questions for Reflection:
• 1 Corinthians 14 tells me to earnestly desire the spiritual gifts. Do I eagerly seek after

them, so that I might truly have discernment in times of need?

Prayer Points for Today:
• Lord, as I turn to you today, I ask for Your Spirit to fill me again, that I might be

prepared for any and all You may place in my path. Give me discernment to know what
is really of You, and what may just be from the mind of man. I’m excited and expectant
to hear what You may say to my heart today. Thank You.
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WEEK 10: DAY 3                                                                                                     WILL MCFARLANE

Today’s Reading Section: “So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears
bad fruit.” – Matthew 7:17

Comments:
It is a biblical norm that each begets after its own kind—fish, fish; sheep, sheep; etc., so also do
we pass on what we are. If we are considerate, gentle, kind and understanding, we leave those
traces of ourselves in the people we are surrounded by—our children, disciples, and friends. If we
are quick tempered, selfish, angry or fearful, we’ll start to see those same traits in our
children—even if we tell them the right way, read them the Scriptures, and correct them when we
see them being like us. If not for ourselves, let’s seek the fruit of self-control, so that we might
pass on a better legacy.

Questions for Reflection:
• Before I use this Scripture to judge the fruit of others, might there be a place in me the

Lord may want to adjust, that I might bear good fruit?

Prayer Points for Today:
• Lord, I ask today for You to shine Your light on anything in me You  would like to free

me from. I’m ready to move on, that I may also inspire those around me to press on to the
higher calling, as well. By Your mercy, let me not beget after my own kind in those areas
You want to help me change. Help me to bear good fruit today. Thank You, You are truly
worthy to be praised.
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WEEK 10: DAY 4                                                                                                     WILL MCFARLANE

Today’s Reading Section: “A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear
good fruit.” – Matthew 7:18

Comments:
Earlier in this chapter, the Lord told us to take the log out of our own eye first, but then said to
take the speck out of another’s eye. We aren’t to be fruit inspectors until we’ve been self
inspectors, but the time does come when the spiritual man does appraise all things. It’s interesting
that the Lord uses the word “cannot” in this verse. When we see that there is bad fruit or no fruit
at all, we can ask the Lord for how we might approach the person to help facilitate their salvation
and healing.

Questions for Reflection:
• Is there someone in our lives who we have noticed has never born good fruit, or who

can’t seem to bear any fruit?

Prayer Points for Today:
• Today Lord, with _________ on my heart, I ask for a word of knowledge or wisdom to

minister Your life to them. Help my faith to believe they can change, and teach me to
love what You love. You’re the best, Lord, and I thank You.
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WEEK 10: DAY 5                                                                                                     WILL MCFARLANE

Today’s Reading Section: “Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into
the fire. 20Thus you will recognize them by their fruits.” – Matthew 7:19-20

Comments:
These are sobering words, and worthy of some meditation. Just the words “thrown into the fire”
bring such horrible things to mind, that we must do what we can to follow the heart of God that
“would that none would perish.” We have the spirit of life within us, and it is to spill out on those
in our sphere of influence. He gives us the ability to recognize truth—He does this to provoke us
to ask for the wisdom to deal with what we recognize. Co-laboring with God in His plan lends
more fulfillment to the human heart than any other endeavor.

Questions for Reflection:
• Am I looking for opportunities to co-labor with God to help reveal the kingdom on earth.

Prayer Points for Today:
• Lord, again I ask for boldness to move in all that You have for me today. Let me not

settle for going with the flow, when there are those around me in peril of being cut down
who need a word of life. I admit it’s hard to step out of my comfort zone, but I do ask for
Your grace that I might step through that narrow gate that leads to life, and take as many
others there with me as I can. Thank You so much for this life.
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Week Eleven

Matthew 7:21-29

Adam Dawson
C3 Campus Pastor
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WEEK 11: DAY 1                                                                                                           ADAM DAWSON
 
Today’s Reading Section: "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of
heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. – Matthew 7:21
 
Comments:
We are now at the end of Jesus' description of who His followers are and what they do. It is
fitting that He finishes His discourse with an emphasis on the importance of people actually doing
what He teaches. Just verbally affirming who Jesus is, e.g. calling Him "Lord," means nothing. 
Even the demons believe and shudder (James 2:19). Jesus makes the people who rely on only a
verbal profession of His Lordship for salvation look ridiculous by simply saying, "Not everyone
who says to me, 'Lord, Lord' will enter the kingdom of heaven."

If just professing that Jesus is Lord is enough to indicate that a person shares in the life of the
Creator, then the teachings of the Sermon on the Mount are useless. Over the last 10 weeks, we
have been instructed about how to pray, give, love our enemies, tell the truth, deal with lust and
anger, shun materialism, flee from worry, persevere in prayer, eschew worry, view the Old
Testament, and live for Christ in this world. If simple profession of Jesus being our Lord and
Savior was a sufficient indication of those who enter the kingdom of heaven, then why would
Jesus go in depth about what He wants us to want, think, say, and do? 

Jesus says only He who does the will of my Heavenly Father will enter the Kingdom of heaven. 
This brief claim emphasizes that followers of Jesus actually follow what Jesus says. Obedience to
Jesus is the indication that we have been changed by the love of Christ. Obedience to what Jesus
teaches is the evidence, i.e. the fruit, that we actually follow Him.

The standards of the Sermon may seem too high and inaccessible by any man (they certainly
aren't easily attainable by every man), but we can rest assured that Christ's instructions are only
obeyed by those who have experienced new birth (John 3:3) which is the indispensable condition
of seeing and entering God's kingdom. You cannot fulfill Jesus' teaching by your own power. 
You will fail if you try. Obedience to Jesus only follows after we have been transformed by Him,
i.e. born again. Let me say that again: we obey Jesus after He has made us alive in Him. We
cannot produce good fruit by our own volition and choice. Jesus makes us a good tree via "grace
through faith" and then we produce good fruit.

Yes, the power to obey Him does not come from us, only from Jesus, but obedience must come. 
Following Jesus' instructions is the consequential behavior of those who enter the kingdom of
Heaven, nothing else. If we are not doing His will (obeying the teachings of the Sermon on the
Mount), then it is clear that we are not part of His kingdom. We can easily forget that obeying
God is the sign that we are His. We can also forget that we only obey because of how good He
is/was to us. Let us not forget either.
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Questions for Reflection:
• How do you value obedience to Jesus' teachings?

• Is repentance something you practice?  If not, why?

• Are you ever boastful about your obedience to Jesus?  Do you base your value on your
obedience?  If so, why?

 

Prayer Points for Today:
• Ask for an obedient, humble, contrite, heart.
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WEEK 11: DAY 2                                                                                                           ADAM DAWSON

Today’s Reading Section: "22Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy
in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' 23Then I will tell
them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!'" – Matthew 7:22-23
 
Comments:
You might have noticed that during the Sermon on the Mount Jesus doesn't command people to
prophesy in His name. Jesus never implores the listeners to exorcise demons. Neither does Jesus
say that performing wondrous miracles is evidence that "Jesus is my Lord." But those behaviors
are what many people will say to Jesus on the day of judgment. They will look to justify
themselves based on a verbal profession and what they think are successful deeds. What they lack
is a transformed life full of truth, love, and obedience. In other words, they lack everything.

What Jesus instructs us to do is behavior that is applicable to everyone's circumstances,
experiences, and pay grade. Some may neither have the ability nor the opportunity to exorcise
demons, but they will always have the opportunity to "love your neighbor as yourself." That
command and all the others Jesus teaches applies to anyone's life.  

There are three cautions we can take from this:

1)  Do not seek flashy ministry. Seek Jesus.
If I told you I preached to 100,000 people last night in Durham and 20,000 committed their lives
to following Jesus, you would probably praise God and thank Him for showing His mercy and
power, which is a proper response. But what would you think of me, His instrument? Would you
easily assume I love Him? There is danger in thinking God's fruit is my fruit. Jesus says if you
look at my life you can tell if I am a good tree by whether or not I produce good fruit. Displays of
God's power are His displays and He chooses what instruments to use, however, if you look at
how I live day by day you can see if I am submitted to Him and actually know Him.  

2)  Do not justify your works. Be justified by the blood of Jesus and follow Him.
The braggarts in this verse call Jesus "Lord" but immediately talk about what they have done. 
Sadly, this is what all people do if they have not been justified by grace through faith. Luke 10:20
says "…do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in
heaven." Rejoicing in what we do, i.e. what God enables us to do, while not rejoicing in God's
mercy on us indicates the true condition of our hearts: unforgiven, lost, rebellious, full of evil. 
"Do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing" (Matthew 6:3). We must not focus
on what we are doing but on Him, who is actually the power behind it all.

3)  Do not confuse what is good with what is actually evil.
Jesus calls these braggarts evildoers. Why? Because they did evil. Just because they were part of
displays of God's power doesn't justify them or reflect their hearts. They made only mere
professions of Jesus being Lord. They did not love Him. Jesus makes it clear that they never
knew Him. This shows how much they didn't want to know Jesus, because Jesus clearly says,
"Anyone who seeks me, finds me" (Mat. 7:7, Jer. 29:13). That is Jesus' merciful promise. The
evidence that Jesus fulfills this promise is our obedience. What lay under the surface of these
"evildoers" were hearts that were not motivated by the love of God. They were not obedient to
anything He said. They were the ones who Jesus spoke about in the Sermon on the Mount who
already received their reward. They prayed so others would see and praise them. They bragged
about giving to the poor. They incessantly repeated their requests to God because they thought
they could manipulate Him. They worshipped man-made rules and regulations and neglected the
One who deserves all worship and praise. Their hearts were wicked.
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Second Timothy 2:19 summarizes this well: "Nevertheless, God's solid foundation stands firm,
sealed with this inscription: ‘The Lord knows those who are his,’ and, ‘Everyone who confesses
the name of the Lord must turn away from wickedness.’" 
 

Questions for Reflection:
• Do you seek to be part of ministries that deal with large groups of people, noticeable

displays of divine power, and makes people take note of you and what you are doing? 
Why?

• If you were asked what makes you a Christian, what would you say?  Would you refer to
what you've done or what Jesus has done?

• Do you turn away from wickedness?  According to Jesus and the Sermon on the Mount,
what is wickedness?

 

Prayer Points for Today:
• Ask God to renew your purpose in following Him and redevelop what you expect to get

for following Him.
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WEEK 11: DAY 3                                                                                                           ADAM DAWSON
 
Today’s Reading Section: "24Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them
into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25The rain came down, the
streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had
its foundation on the rock. " – Matthew 7:24-25

Comments:
Jesus is describing people who hear His words and put them into practice. (This is in direct
contrast to people who hear His words and don't put them into practice, but more on these people
tomorrow). We should note two realities for people who put His words into practice:

1) Storms come to those who obey Jesus.  
Obeying Jesus does not excuse you from struggles, tribulations, hardships, difficulties, tragedies,
and inconveniences. Obeying Jesus doesn't necessarily make these tough times immediately
easier. The hard times will come in various forms, but the promise is that the person will not
ultimately fall if they rest upon Jesus and follow Him.  

2) The result of obedience is complete survival. This kind of survival is not just physical. 
Sometimes we think a long life is survival. It isn't. We are spiritual and physical beings. Being
born again and resting upon Jesus as our firm foundation will result in our eternal survival. The
promise in these verses is that when we follow Jesus, we will always be with Him not matter
what happens because He is the only foundation that never fails. Despite whatever storm we
endure, He will keep us upright and fortify our very being.

 
Questions for Reflection:

• What are examples in your life that show God is your foundation?
 

Prayer Points for Today:
• Ask God what are examples in your life that He is your foundation
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WEEK 11: DAY 4                                                                                                           ADAM DAWSON
 
Today’s Reading Section:  "26But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put
them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27The rain came down, the
streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash." –
Matthew 7:26-27
 
Comments:
In Matthew 7:21-23 we saw how people who make a verbal confession that Jesus is Lord and do
not obey His instructions will be sent away from Jesus forever. Now, in 7:26-27, we see people
who hear Jesus' teachings, i.e. have intellectual knowledge of Jesus' commands, and do not obey
Him. Let's quickly note that people who have knowledge of Jesus' instructions but disobey those
instructions have the same fate as the people who only confess Jesus is Lord. The great crash of
their houses show that.

But let's step back for a second. There is a danger when reading these verses about obedience. 
Sometimes our mind interprets being obedient to God as "being good." We think that the purpose
of life is "being good" when this is not what is Jesus said.  Jesus, after giving all of His
commands, is not instructing us to "be good." It is vital to see that He is imploring us to follow
Him. These instructions are His instructions, not some abstract rule book. And to be able to
follow Jesus He has to make us new people. We cannot go about following Him as we currently
are. He must transform us into someone like Himself. C.S. Lewis speaks to this:

And what the first bit of good [Christianity] will do to you is to hammer into your head (you
won’t enjoy that!) the fact that what you have hitherto called “good”—all that about “leading
a decent life” and “being kind”—isn’t quite the magnificent and all-important affair you
supposed. It will teach you that in fact you can’t be “good” (not for twenty-four hours) on
your own moral efforts. And then it will teach you that even if you were, you still wouldn’t
have achieved the purpose for which you were created. Mere morality is not the end of life.
You were made for something quite different from that… The people who keep on asking if
they can’t lead a decent life without Christ, don’t know what life is about; if they did they
would know that “a decent life” is mere machinery compared with the thing we men are
really made for. Morality is indispensable: but the Divine Life, which gives itself to us and
which calls us to be gods, intends for us something in which morality will be swallowed up.
We are to be re-made. All the rabbit in us is to disappear—the worried, conscientious, ethical
rabbit as well as the cowardly and sensual rabbit. We shall bleed and squeal as the handfuls
of fur come out; and then, surprisingly, we shall find underneath it all a thing we have never
yet imagined: a real Man, an ageless god, a son of God, strong, radiant, wise, beautiful, and
drenched in joy.

The idea of reaching “a good life” without Christ is based on a double error. Firstly, we
cannot do it; and secondly, in setting up “a good life” as our final goal, we have missed the
very point of our existence. Morality is a mountain which we cannot climb by our own
efforts; and if we could we should only perish in the ice and unbreathable air of the summit,
lacking those wings with which the rest of the journey has to be accomplished. For it is from
there that the real ascent begins. The ropes and axes are “done away” and the rest is a matter
of flying.
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Questions for Reflection:
• What is the purpose of obeying Jesus?

• Why does Jesus want us to obey Him?

• How can we obey Jesus' teachings in the Sermon on the Mount (and in all of Scripture)?
 
Prayer Points for Today:

• Ask for wisdom in understanding obedience to Jesus and in the act of obeying Him.
• Ask to be made truly repentant for wherever there was/is disobedience.
• Ask Him to point out specific sections of scripture that would be helpful for you.
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WEEK 11: DAY 2                                                                                                           ADAM DAWSON
  
Today’s Reading Section: "28When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were
amazed at his teaching, 29because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers
of the law. " – Matthew 7:28-29
 
Comments/Questions for Reflection:
Now that we have finished reading the sayings of Jesus from His Sermon on the Mount, are we
just as amazed as the original crowd? What are we doing with our amazement? Let's not allow the
amazement to paralyze us. We have heard His teaching and according to 7:24, 26, those who
truly believe in Jesus will act once they've heard from Him. True followers put what He has told
us to do into practice. His instructions are the rock solid foundation we base our life on. Let's
spend the last devotional prayerfully asking if what He has instructed us to do in the past 11
weeks is our foundation. Here are questions written by Sam Storms to help us do just that:

• Do we feel a deeper sense of spiritual bankruptcy or are we proud of our obedience?

• Do we grieve more deeply over sin than we used to, or are we flippant and casual about our
moral and spiritual failures?

• Are we more meek than we used to be, or does arrogance and self-assertiveness continue to
thrive and grow?

• Do we hunger and thirst for righteousness, or are we fat and filled with self-congratulation?

• Do we show more mercy to others, or are we as self-absorbed as ever?

• Is our obedience external only, a mere conformity to rules for convenience sake, or is our
passion for purity a matter of the heart’s desire?

• What steps have we taken to preserve and promote peace in the body of Christ and among our
companions? How have we responded to occasions in the past two months to reconcile with
others or to stop conflict before it emerges?

• Are we more willing now, compared with then, to be used and exploited and even persecuted
simply because we live righteously for Christ’s sake?

• How has your relationship with the world changed after hearing what Jesus said about our
being salt and light?

• What steps have you taken to deal with the anger in your heart to which you formerly so
easily gave in?

• Have you dealt drastically and radically with the sin in your life, or do you continue to toy
with it and figure out ways to get away with as much as possible without crossing the moral
line?

• Do you have a greater love for and commitment to the truth after hearing Jesus talk about
oath-taking and the sneaky ways in which his contemporaries evaded honoring their word?
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• How have you treated your enemies in the past few months? Have you happily gone above
and beyond the call of duty when they intruded into and caused inconvenience to your life?

• Think about the last few occasions on which you gave money to support the work of the
church or contributed to a special missions offering or offering for the poor? How frequently
since then have you reminded yourself of how much you gave?

• Has your prayer life changed at all? Is it more theocentric than it used to be?

• What is your attitude toward money? Are you as much in the grip of its power and what it
promises to do for you as you used to be?

 (Questions were written by Sam Storms, http://www.enjoyinggodministries.com/article/724-29/)
 

Prayer Points for Today:
• Ask our Heavenly Father to make us like His Son (Romans 8:29, 2 Corinthians 3:18 and

1 John 3:2).


